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EMERGING FUBLIC ATTITUDES IN POST-REVOLUTIONARY HURGARY

Hovember 1956 - August 1957

I. SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGS

1. According to the material on hand, police terror and a resultant
existential insecurity appenr to be the factors most strongly affecting Hun-
garian attitudes. ’

2« There appears to be no difference in the assessment of the effects
of widespread terror by the varigus soeial strata (workers, peasants, eta).
Terror weighs with equal force on each; its paychological effects have been
emphasized by respondents as irritability and lack of comradeszhip on the one =
hand, and groundless hopes or near-guicidal wishes on the other.

3. The more consumption-minded cconomic policy of the regime which
complements the brutal police methods is recognized by the publiec but appears
to be regarded with miatrust,

4. Norkers' resistance which continuss unabuted appears to hawve been
successfully denied expression except in connection with poor workshop dig-
eipline. W¥orkers Councils have beesn all but destroyed by the regime by per-
verting their purpgse; labor unions have been to a large extent, though per-
haps not completely, "gleichgeschaltet."

5+ Despite the continued "mild" agricultural pelicy, the peasantry re-
mained disaffected. FHepeated regime asaurafcss natwith:taﬁding, the threat of
new collectivization drives apparently is =mcutely felt in the countryside.
However, it should be borne in mind that the finaneial situation of the peasantry
might improve in the coming months; this might have its repercussions on at-
titudes. Moreover, findings cmncarning-lhis clags have to be further qualified
by reason of the very limited first-hand information available. The over— I
whelming majority of references to peasant attitudes were second hand, made
by city-dwellers.

6. The resistance of Hungarian intellectuals, exemplified by the
silence of the writera, has not diminished to data. Even among the journalista
working for the government press and r#diu, there are a number of "potential
rebels" according to scurces. The cultural poliey of the regime continues
to be "liberal": better newspapers and radio programs, more K readable books (re-
prints and trandlations of Western authors), better Pilms are available.

7. Though regime efforts to win cver the young have not proved
succesdful,, there are strong indications that the bellicese attitude of

university and high school students to the regime haa slackened in the past
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montha. The near monopoly of government sponsored youth organizations on ',
aporta and holiday facilitie: ia a factor in this development. At the game

time, regime sources continued to indicate that the young people wers joining

the mass organizations purely for the sake of amusement and that political
education is being neglected in the different youth leagues.

8. JSources indicated that the intellectual standards of the present
party leadership are held in very low repute in Hungary. People are considered
to be joining the party for opportunistic reasons cr out of fear. The only
respondent who mentioned Chinese and Polish developments indicated that little
hope is entertained for changes along such lines.

9. In connection with the People's Patriotic Front, the regime is
facing a dilemma: The PFF cannot plan its government-allotted role without
being considerably broadened and made more acceptable to the people. Yet,
hitherte only fellow-travellers were willing to join it with the result that
the People's Patriotic Front has remained the same discredited "front" it had
been 1in the past. Kadar announced that the PPP daily, Magyar Nemzet will re-
appear in September. The composition of its editorial boerd will shed some

light on how successful regime efforts have been to recruit new suipportera.
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II. INTRODUCTION

Scurce Material and Method

This memorandum, presenting salient aspects of the attitude of the
Hungarian pecople toward the regime and the events between November 1956 and
July 1957 is based on interviews and relevant official regime media. Western
newspaper reports were alsoc taken into congideration.

Conocerning the 13? interview itemas on which thig paper has drawn, it
should be pointed out that owing to technical difficulties, guestioning could
nct be done on a wniform basis. 111 of the 127 interview items touched only
apon one or two detaills of daily life in post-revolutionary Hungary. Only :
16 of the 127 interview items contained data of a more general nature. In con-
sequence, no attempt had been made to deal with the material quantitatively.

Another reason for adopting a descriptive rather than a statistical
approach to the source material is the result of rapidly changing conditions o
in Hungary during the periocd under review: even had the data been comparable
to begin with, the flux of events would have strongly vitiated the findings
since both the objective and subjective factors of popular attitudes were
undergoing a constant change as a result of the ever-hardening line taken by

the Kadar government. .
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e Evidence on hand indicates that terror with all its ramifications
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extending frem daily death sentences to the ineluctable fear of being spied !
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E upon was the one factor which overwhelmingly shaped the attitedbs of reapond-
ents to the regime. It cut through social and occupational groups, bearing
down with equal weight on peasantsa ﬁﬂh intelleotuals, young and old. For
this reamson, Part III of this memorandum will deal with the poelice, judiciary
and psychological terror as it appears to affect the mood and attitudss of
the Hungarian population as a whole. Part IV will deal with the emerging
attitudes towards the events of the post-revolutionary period. Part V will
be devoted to the "new" CP, its compositicn and the differences as well as
similarities between it and the party under Rakosi-Gero.

The Antecedents and Methods of the Kadar Haéima

{ : Ho discussion of the period under review can dispense with constant
references to the historieal situatiun.immediately preceding it: the "thaw" -
of the summer 1956 and thae Dctqbar ravolution,
- The "thaw", as is well known, was almost entirely dependent on reform-

ist elements either withip the party and state apparatus or close to them.
| Gathering under the banner of "liberalization," the raformists brought forcas
into play which were completely beyond their control: the upsurge of overt
revulsion in the country at large not only against certain shortcomingsa of

the governing clique, but against communism in whatever shape and form.

T O TR T

The exact relations between the two forees, the communist reformers
gnd the anti-communist majority is for the historian to asgess. However, the
obvious lack of cohesicn in the "new" party seems to indicate that the rifts
within the leadership itself has only been papar91 over. If the surviving
reformists and the reat of the preesidium both talking the kanguage of
Marxism-Leninism, had hitherto beén unihlﬂ to come to terms, the chaam divid-
ing the system from the majority of the Hungarian people for whom Marxiasm-
Leninism is synonoymous with Soviet bayonets and the AVDO must be conaidsred
unbridgeable.

Faced with popular attitudes ranging from non-gcaoperation tp passive
resistance, the regime took recourse te terror on the one hand and to "panem
et circenses" on the other -- irrespective of the international repercussions
of the first, and the ideological concessions necessitated by the latter.

The two were, of course, complementary: terror and the resultant sense of
helplessness érevanted the opposition from breaking to the surface while the

: bread-and-eircus aspect of regime policies helped to sooth the bitterneas
created hf fear and was mafnt to prove that the Kadar regime was not repeating

the mistakes of the past at least as far as living standards are concerned.
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Almost all cources discussing the present Hungarian situation made

references to the reign of terror and/or its effects on the attitudes of the

population. The salient facts emerging from their assessment of the oppressive
ruls of force in post-revolutionary Hungary may be exemplified by two inter-
view items, one dealing with the physical impossibility to maintain resistance,
the other with the widely held cpinion that the degres, diversity and effective=
nesa of terror in Hungary are not fully appreciated abroad: -

maire there no men left (in Hungary) or do we lack courage? In the
face of the incredibdly barbaric Soviet methods, who would have the necessary
courage?"i and’

"§estern countries are simply unable to grasp the cunning tryanny

characteristic of our regime.."

Anticipation of Constantly Growing Terror

The expectation ‘that oppression will become worse according to the
aextent to which the government will have created the psychological and tech-

nical preregquisites for its iﬁplemﬂntatiun wag one of the features of the

k: -
1 period under review, and one of the main causes for defection from Hungary.

"The laws which are now being prepared are so terrible thaet the people

will wish for the worst days of the Hakosi era. Russian experts are at work.

They will see to it that terror should return only gradually and in small
doses...only when general despair precludes any new guthreak will they release

its full force," a respondent stated in the middle of February.

AT T ST W ot

The Police and the Courts

"Baing mbatly former AVO members," sources stated, "the policemen

are thirsting for revan‘a.” Merciless beatings, without distinction of the

age and sex of the detained have been reported by numercus sources (viz.
Audience Analyeis Section 3pecial Report #13). Two scurces reported that
according to rumors circulating in Hungary, pecple under arrest amoun ted to
between 50 and 100,000. The newly recpened internment camps at Recsk and

Kistarcsa as well as the prisons all over the country were said to be "atro=-

ciously overcrowded."
Anothgr 20 spurces spoke of the strict pelice supervision, the con-

stant identification checks, the searches, unwarranted beatings in public

R Ry -rr-_r.r.-lm."u#"

places, atec.
Hate for the police and the regime militia (AVO) is growing to the

BT T gy

;l extrame. "Security police go in pairs or more usually in threes and fours

bgcause of nightly attacks on them," sources reported early in the spring.
F

I T L .
|
o

may not be fucther reproduced HOQOVER INSTITUTION HOTICE: TUIS MATERIAL MAY

stributed without the speclflc authorl-
i S tha . Ltach O WAR, REVIILUT NN AW FEACE
Hoovwer Inat on hrchives. Suankiond, Cainnis wapoy b

LAW (TITLE 17, U.S. cooE)

PE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGUT |



T T

g

Thig hatr

R L

by the regime and the Russi

fucret police for psychological reasons: it iselates the militia from the

? populagion and the AVO man who does not dare to return to his native village
becomes the most faithful defender of the communiat system. Even if he is

ai;jé wi

favorably disposed toward the population at the beginning - and some sources

L

pointed to the fact that part of the militia was "uareliable" - in the end
he has nowhere to go.
Parallel to the excesses of the police, the law courts in Hungary

have been coerced to beccme, in the words of the Hungarian Minister of Justice

T S ———
.

Nezval, "a class-war inspired Judieiary," to judge by the extremely severe

sentences passed.

H

Nevertheless, both complaints in the press on this subject and state-
mentes by refugees indicated a certain opposition from the Judges. "Several
prosecutors resigned in protest"; "judges refused to administer justice in

political cases --of: Audience Analysis Special Report /13 .

TP T i | P P

According to a number of sources, most death sentences are passat
secretly, by laymen, either begause "there were no Judges to pasa the sen-
tence® ér because "this caused less trouble."

In this cu?nactinn, it should be mentioned that according fo Hungarian
law, offences endangering the ggcurity of the state are to be tried secratly -

practically all political cases are of this nature - and are to be made p"lie

.

only for special reasons. For instance, wherever a common orime could be
linked with revolutionary actions, the case received publieity in order to
discredit the reveolution.

Deportation and Cadre Files

Apart From the prison and the gallows, deportation of the citizen
from his place of residence and the cadre { personal) files at his place of
employment were strung weapona in the hands of the regime against any op-
position.

' The decree issued by the Miniatry of the Intericr contains the fol-
lowing provision:

"o expell from their permanent or temporary domicile or from a . %4
stated part of the territory of the country persons harmful and

dangerous to the state and to public security, or to Socislist

social coexistance (sic), or who could be harmful from the point

of view of either important state interests or of national sconomy., "

W-—-h:r-m Tkt -1.-‘r| TEEECTITRE M ST be g ) R e Wt e oLy ""“rr-vla._.- s

Since "being harmful® to "Socialist social coexistance" has never
baen further defined, no citizen can consider himself safe. There is every
reason to believe that thias ambiguity was not accidental; the. sense of being

at all timez completely at the mercy of the powers that be was at least as

T T R T PR
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valuable from the regime point of view as were the actual deportations in

keeping the population cowed.
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Concerning the cadre files, it should be borne in mind that every

company maintains a personnel section where each employee has a file annotated

19
Lo
'

with remarks like: "he baptised hig son,” or "has a sister living in the U.5.,"
or "gaid thus and so on March 3." The section is confidential and in close
touch with the secret police.

At every application for a new job, the personnel section reguires
information from the applieant‘§ former firm on his political reliability.
In case the infarmation is negative, it is entirely impoasible to seocure &
white-collar position angd often difficult even to get a job as an unskilled
laborer.

To quote one of the sources: "The most effective weapon of the regime

in breasking workers' resistance is economic terror. An atmosphere of constant

_'WWE:‘I_EP':-!'JEFrr Lo e

uncertainty has been created; anyone can be dismissed at any time and every-

. body is_afraid of losing his job since, once dismissed, it is impossible to
find new employment."

The return to the syékem of cadre files was announced in Nepszabadsag
en 4pril 3. Since that time, a number of articles appearad in defense of
"eadre work" and the discussion in favor of it is still going on, indicating

the hard resistance to be overcome. It should be noted that tie tyrannical

i
s
he
e

"cadre policy" had ranked first on the list of the mistakes reform communists

T

of the thaw period were striving to rectify.

Socialist Legality

The oft-repeated claim that the Kadar regime eschews the "illegal
practices” of the past in the Hungarian media is not given credence by the
population, according to the material on hand. While a certain difference

of form was acknuﬁladged. respondents hastened to add that essentially the .

e phi et dgegltl s

present terror is in no way different from that of the Rakosl era: "Another
diffeyence between the present and Rakosi's days is the superficial attempt
now made from time to time to demonstrate "soccialist legality"; "Unlike the
HBakosi, the Kadar regime is putting up = camouflage of legality -- the

e

limitationa of the rights of accused persons is now based on decrees (instead

——
i

¢f on sheer force, Ed.)" according to ancther socurce. -

-

The Psychological Effects of Terror

dccording to numerous sources: "the situation is terrible, everybody .

: is exasperated"; "the population is lethargic and disenchanted"; "nervous
i tension, lack of hope will lead to ineraasing mental ‘stress and fto suicide.
The meod of the population is one of almost unbelievable tension. Tempers
flare up suddenly at nermal jostling im the trams"; "there is no trace of
tnity as had been the case during the revolution. Everyobdy is nervous and

suspicious nfrtha other{ "people are callous" and "aleoholism is everywhera

-6 -
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Hungarian press, t.m::.. "Pessimiam reigns"j penple are tarribl;r haﬁampared.
uncouth and treubled”; "unrest and despair reign".

"At present," according to the Munchener Tllustrierte, "there are

three narcotics whieh help the people of Budapest to forget: dreams, movieg, !
aind alechol -- and all three are thers in ample supply."

Daydreams of & political nature were deseribed in the following:'"we
i

=
1

are 8%ill spinning dreams of redemption and are phrasing romantic appeals.”

Refuge in groundless political hopes has been a typical feature of
pre-thaw Hungary, especially in that part of the population uhicﬂ rajected 3
communism in toto. This "Internal Emigration" seems to have grown as a result I
of November 4 and after and, judging by the material on hand, now comprises a
very significant segment of the population.

Their total rejection of existing conditicns is manifest in such
remarkg: "Many people can still not believe that no help is forthcoming from
the Weat. They constantly listen to HFE and VOA in the hope that they will
say something == and they are furicus when tha; hear platitudes. Or in such

self-destructive statements as the following: "The more badly things are

]

going, the better for us because it would sooner or later bring about the
inevitable ddfwnfall of communism." Other respondents stated: "The people
feel now that their only weapon against Kadar is starvation and penury. If
they live in sguslor and poverty long enough, perhaps the West will be forced e
to help -- ur the Russians will just wash their hands of the whole thing. Thus,
people are viglently opposed to a Western leoan to the Kadar government. They
gay it will only improve conditions in the country and will give the Russians
a way out;" or "People think that the West should rather distribute the gifts

. .
among the refugees than strengthen the regime and the Soviet Union. n

L] !

4s for the prospect of war, which has always played a large role in

gspeculations in Hungary, the words of one respondent are typical of many

CTESATTE .

others: "...the mood at home is still very dispirited but gradually peocple
begin to hope for war: they think only a war can save them"; and similarly.
Even when war is rejected, this is done in the following terms:

L "Cb.:"

"enly another war may bring freedom for Hungary, but pecple do not wish for
enother war." '

eshudilin St

A gense of isclation, both objectively, as a result of the resrection |
of the Iron Curtain and subjectively, apringing from the conviction that the
old spy network of the pelice has been reestablished, atifled that relative
freedom of expression which survived the defeat of the revolution.

"Feople speak very little, and only about uninteresting matters,"”
according to one source. Others stated: "fe are living with all the means of

passive resistance as long as it does not endanger cur livelihood. 'I do

not diseuss politics' is naid by all who want to evade the aggfaasiv& pressurse
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of the party; to be apolitical is for the tiﬁe ﬁeing. still permitted. At the
moment, the Communists are happy that nobody thinks, aruges and talks politics.
Even the address "comrade" is being shunned". "I do not talk about politieca™
gsay thoge of us who are not in prison; but thia indifferance is leading us, i
unawares, to a mean and empty cyniciam. Yet, what else can we da?"

Thus, the silence of fear and wmistrust, "the calm of the graveyard"
to use the phrase sf the Hungarian writers of the thaw to describe Hungary
under Hakosi, has been reimposed on the country. The considerable number of
jokas of a "Galgenhumor" variety show that bleuk huwor has remained the only
gafety valve tgruugh which pent up pressure GAn 8aCEpPA.

Attitudinal Reflections of Isclation

The isolation of the individual appears to make him project this
feeling into the objective world with the result that a number of sources,
though evidently opposed to the regime, advocated a su-cnlled ”raalistic” ap-= =
proach:

"There is no other pessible solution than to nesotiste with the
Russians. The soconer they start to negotiate, the less people will be dis=
lodged and forced into lsbor camps. The Jest which could watch the sub-
jugation of Hungary without raising a little finger ghould miuke a proposition
for compromisa now. There is no poin} in sulking any longer...the empty
threats of America and her promises to srush communism are not regarded as
gerious by anybody." "Only if and when the 3oviet Union disintegrates can L
Hungary be freed." "imong festern politicians only those have eredit who
endeavour a compromise with the Russians becausc what else is there to hope
for? HNo one would believe that the Jest would help Hungary," another source
stated. ”

More specific charges of "weakness" and of "graed” (3uez) were level-
led against the fest by other sources though bhoth andiance and regime sources
inainated that individual statesmen and not destern politieal coneepticns ware
eriticized. "Thes worship of the West is ome of the difficulties that muast be
overcome by communist teachers," a respondent stated.

More dangerous in the long run is the doubt which is apparently being
raised in Hungary now as to the wisdom of trying %o "belong with the Vest."

Ons source stated: "The young women are inclined to say: 'dhy bring up our
children to sympathize with and respect the West il they will perhaps never
partake of festern culture?' For the [lrst time, young people are leosing faith
and this is a very sad phenomenon."

5imilarly, a source stated that the population is becoming increasingly
gonscious of the implications of Hungary's geographic pusition. That the re-
gime was aware of the propaganda possibilities of this realization was apparent

o
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in an editorial in Nepszabadsag:

"Whether you like or detest communism does not matter at all. The =
issue is not one of prinediples but of geography. The globe is cut

in two halves, the imerican and the Soviet half. We are in the

Joviet half...The guestion as to what the Hungarian peaple would

prefer will never arise, it need never trouble us in cur lifetime.

Let us therefore pretend to curselves that we actually love Rig

Brother for he will clasp us to his bosom in any case. BRetter

times will be had...if we do cheerfully and willingly what has to
be done anyhow."

This article was published early in the winter and since then, no
doubt owing to the dangers inherent in such a line, was roWe mentioned again.
Iat; in the word-of-mouth propaganda of Farty activists, it might be still
playing a not inconaiderahble rols.

Several sources menticned that general lassitude, the element of
time, and other factors might favor regime efforts to disarm or neutralize
specilic social groups now cpposing it: "I couldn't S3¥...that the ideological
{furmarly communist or close to the Party) intelligentsia have not changed.
Thinking of their mood of some months ago, it is striking how quickly they _
accepted the new situation)' "Perhaps they will convinee some Jewish students . -
that therc was a pogrom in Cetober; perhaps they will econvinee some people
about the dangers of reactionaries.”

More generally: "It c¢an be noticed that slowly regime propeganda {s
-gaining ground. Tecple want to enjoy themselves, live gaily and avoid getting
into trouble, therefore, they ars knuckling under and accepting things as thay
are."

At the same time, other gources indicated that regime propaganda,
especially that concerning the revolution and which is the alpha and omega
of the regime propsganda undertakingu.-are net making much headway: people
generally speak only of the “revolution'; Communists adopt the non-committal
formula of "October events." The one term which de_pite endless pounding of

efficial drums has not found common parlance aming the people is "counter-
revolution,"

Regime Focnomic Bribes

Acoording te one source: "The economic wall-being - a rise in living -]
- standard with 3oviet 'aid' - is coupled with the unrestrained ideological
political terror. They (the regime)} have learned their lesson in this respact.
Although they are not able to win over the population in spite of this economic
policy, they can at least meutralize the petty bourgeoisie and part of the

peasantry" p

The Eignificauca of the present economic jcliecy, the opposite of the
earlier drive for forced industriaslization, cannot be over-rated. Official
P regime spokesmen have repeatedly indicated that consumption amounted to 95%
ﬁ- of the hational income and was made poasible by Soviet and setellite ragsist-
iy
% /
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workers shows that the end of this "consummer honeymecon" is in sight. Lately, 1
the regime began to hint at the imperative need to raise the rate of in-

vestment, though disclaiming any wish to revert to the economic megalomania

of the Rakosi regime. =

Even at present, materisl rewards do not appear to be evenly distribut-
ed. Official data claimed a 35% wage increase for miners and one of 12% for
workers in the heavy industry - as compared te the prerevolutionary waga ‘
agales - but were silent on the other sectors of the economy. Respondents did
not speak of higher wages having been received by them personally but stated
that the miners and the police had been the beneficiaries of the raises.

Nonetheless, a part of the peasantry, merchants, artisans and some
iiharai professions are also expected to gain by the increased circulation “ly
of money.

Concetning the peasantry, the regime appears toc be wooing this group,
at least for tactical reasons. On the face of it, the present agricultural
golicy of the Hungarian government is favoring the country against the city -
the amgrieultural workers against the industrisl workers.

#ith regard to merchants and artisans, the regime appears to be controll-
ing both groups by fear: charges of "speculation" and an"prafitearing“'hava
already been raised in the press. Such accusations serve not only to intimi-
date the marchant and artisan clase but also to explain -and excuse- break-

dewns in the supply of commodities.
III. GROUP ATTITUDES

A. TOREERS

Collapse of the Ceneral Strike

After the defeat of the uprising, workers'resistance continued un- =
broken through the country-wide general protest strike of almost three weeks. =
The government waited, knowing that the policy of economic gsuicide cannot
continue for ever. At the end, necessity forced workers if not to resume
work - the sit-down strike went on - then at least to appear at'the work-
shops. ,Once inside the factory walls, the workers could not hold out for
long: they needed their wages and they were subject to mass ragulations. The
necessities of life and the element of time 'inexorably sssured the regime's
victoxry.

. The main political resistance of the workers was broksn by the forced
digsolution of the Central Budapest Workers Council on December 8. After
that date, workers' resistance followed two lines: paliticallj it acted

through the individual workers'councils; economically through a slow=down I1n

production.
- 10 - -
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Decreasing Importance of thﬁ'warkardw'ﬂcﬁﬁdiln

Though political resistance of workers' councils decreased rapidly
with the passsge of time, it neverthaleass worried the regime as late as March
; and ipril. Nepszabadsag reported Mazph 3 that ‘at the Beloianiss Factory the
: Workers' Couneil forbade the use of the Communist address of "comrade." The
Ganz Wharf Workers' Council refused premises for the Communist party cell in
the factory as late as the middle of March. In protest to regime policies,
the Workers' Council of the Clement Gottwald Factory resigned. TU President
3andor Gaspar called the workers' councils a "nuisance" and Gyula Kallai in
his speech of April 30 referred to them as the "toole of coanter-revolutisn."
3ince tﬁan attacke againét workers' councils have continued with varying in-
tensity. >

= -

The Growing Unpopularity of Workers' (Jouncils

To neutralize the political powsr of the workera! coun¢ils, the govern-
ment first endeavored rot unsuccessfully to render them unpopular in the EVEE
of their followers.

The firgt cause uf'their‘%rnwing unpopularity was Lhe replucaﬁ&nt of
certain members. The most populsr mepbers were arrested. "The decent reliable
members are branded Fascists. Theay are accused of abusing their suthority,
and their place is taken by men loyal to the government...Some have to face
an impossible situation which later makes them resign of their own fres will.
Their posts are then handed over to ambitious communist caresrists,"

The second cauce of the growing anpopularity of workers' councils was
their Hanrﬁaﬁjng influence as a result of the curteilment of their powers by
the regime. 3tep by step, the workers' councils were reduced to an advisory
body on purely economic questions. - i

The third cause of their growing unpopularity was the digagresable

-E" Lo

tasks given to them in sccordance with cusiomary communist tactics. "The at

hr&ln of the factory workers' councils iz not popalar, anyiay. They are in z 'F
charge of dismissals and of salaries. Neither of the two Tunctions ls prone £

to make snyone popular with the workers. Slowly, the workers' councile are P
changing inte slave drivers, since they receive money from the National Bank -

enly in the measure in which the factory workere are producing.” ; -ﬁ

How far the government has succeeded to diseredit the concept of the
f workers' councils by making the activities of ths individual ecouneils un- \

-

popular has not been dealt with by the regpondents. Since the continued at-
1] tacks agalnst them indicate that this government aim has not yet been at-
tained.

Poor Workshop Discipline

Although "it secums that it is no longer possible to organize either
a go-slow movement or a striks," the workshop digeipline is far from the pre-
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'remlutiénﬂry ntanﬂar-::i's‘in the factories. Low p]:l'uducti;it;r., a i"aault.:fl:f -d.a‘-

% fective diseipline, iz cne of the most frequent complaints of the official
press. In June, produetivity was 1l per cent lower than in the ¢orresponding
period of 1956.

In April, a refugee atated "The morale of the Budapest workers has ﬁ

hardly improved in recent months. Intansi?a work 1s only ecarried out here and ﬁ
there, when the workers militia stand armed behind the workers. These armed ﬁ
workers see to it orders are actually carried out. When they are not present
the zeal to work slackens and the workers stroll about or even play cardsa g» fﬁ
similﬁrlyl "Silent sabotage of workers may be one of the causes of high costs '%
and the low productivity. The regime is:making strenuoue efforts-to replace E
time work (offering great chances for quiet sabotage) by piescework as a means 3
of bringing about an improvement in production." Owing te the continued ﬁ
e

embitterment of the werkers, there isa a considerable possive reaistance
manifested in reduced output.

Low production and the unwillingness of the labor force to work harder

o o B -

presents an extremely dangerous threat to the future of the regime. In case

of a persistant lag in production, the whole structure of the present "lenient" jf
policy toward the peasants would be imperiled. 3Should the peasant not be “E
able to buy the necessary industrial goods in the shops, he would refuse to j

; sell his produce. Hence, not only political but economical ‘necessity impell ﬁ
|

the regime to attempt to crack the resistance of factory workers, at whatever

price.
Opposition Against Work-Competition and Pilece Jork System

Lt

The piece-work system and the work competition were among the moat 1%
hated communist metheds in the eccnomic field before the revolution and their E
reintroduction encountered bitter opposition on the part of the workers.
- The reintroduction of piece-work was preceeded by & press-campaign ;}
5 in favor of it, from the middle of January onward. Nepszabadsag remarked ﬁi
on Pebruary 12, that "in many places piece-work had been sbclished a3 a >
" result of false catchwords and slogans.” i
The press campaign for work competition began in March. HNepszabadsag L
(Msren 10) declared that "the disruption of workers competitiony was the work E:
» of the counter-revolution.” f%
By May lest, the piece work was largely re-.tored and work competition %
E wag in full swing. It should be noted, that data at our disposal indicate that ;k
: in implementing piece work and "socialist"competition, the authorities are g;
? endeavoring to avoid "ecertain faults" and "excesses" of the former regime. -
E Nevertheless, & source stated that "norms are being revised and the exploita-
I - tion of the working capacity of workers is being constantly stepped up."”
E
% : = 12 =
E
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Unpopularity of the Trader Unions

During the revolution, Nepskarat admitted: "In its sszence, the Trade
Union was a state organ for the direction of work competition, for the one-
slded representation of the interests of the state ag a taskmaster, againat the
interests of the workers." _

On November 21, Sandor Gaspar, the president of the Trade Union,
promised "tc take the FPreedom of the Trade Unions very seriously to masure

their independence from parties and governments, and teo nip in the bud any

=.I:|-_""!I'!'|'_1-:I T e ;.Idr-p-h—-_r [
I

manifestation which wight harm these principles.”
However, on March lst, the former duties of the Trade Unions wers

restated by Nepszabadeag in the demand to supplemant the by-laws of the Trade

Unions by: "the strengthening of the lsbor discipline," and the "Better organi-

zetion of production.”

Finally, after come discussion about the proper role, and the freedom

T AT O e

of the Unions, and about the prorogation of T0 elections - whiash discussions Y

again allowed a faint hope that some of the Union leaders would make & stand -

both Sandor Gaspar and Miller Scmogy ancceptdd the leading role of the party

and permitted the TU to =lip back into its former role of the taskmaster in
the building of sceialiam, i.e., in work competition and the riece-work system.

Mood of Workers

#ith thelr verticsl organizations (workers' councils) disrupted or E i
emasculated and their Unions taken over by the regime, the industrial workers
in Hungary sppedr to be sullen and distrustful toward the “dictatorship of
the proletariat" as embodied by the Xadar government. \

"The workers cannot be bluffed any longer and they wont take any mors
of this eye-wash...Before the revolution promises of & batter 1ife could
5till be wade (by the regime), but they can't continue with empty promises."

"The workers became desperate when they saw how the evil antivities of the

Eowhy=tny | vl

Kadar government are leading to the total abolition of revolutionary achieve-

o

ments,"” and "are always prepared to take up arms again in the event of help
coming from the dest." "Some 207 of the workers appear to adopt & negative
attitude toward the regime, but generally they are.cowed and afraid to spaak.

-

B. THE PEASANTRY

The Role of the Psasantry in the Revolution

After the collapse of the uprising, the Fadar regims had to cope with
a countryside where Socialism had practically disappeared and with a populaticn
which for the past eight years had passively resisted the forced Scoialization

!
e 1Hiw

T S T S e T T T I L T T I s ™ T w0 o s

s

E::ﬁ:::a-nf be further reproduced IJ(J(JIFEHR IDQSFFI1FLf11£)rd GQEEED NOTICE: THIS MATERIAL MAY

not
d without the speclfic authocl- LF RAR, REVIRUTHIN AMI FEACE
of the Hoover Instltutlon Archives. Sanond, okl wapos 4 LAH l‘ll.'ll-l 17, U.8. OODE)

]




The subborn attitude of the Hungarian peasantry was one of the main

causes of the failure of communism in that country. Being geographically

scattered, the peasants could not be organized for socielism for the same

reason they could not be organized for open resistance either.

#hila the

workers fought with weapons and then through the general strike against the

system, the government according to communist tacties sought,if not support, -

then at lesst "non-belligerence” from the countryside.

All the revolutionary

achievements, the dissolution of kolkhozes, the redistribution of

commasated lands, and the abolishment of compulsory deliveries, were therefore

confirmed.

b

Indeed, tha Eadar regime undertock ever since to impress upon its " —

udiance that the peasantry had remained passive toward the revolution or had

even fought mgainst tt.

The truth was that the peasants, since communism gas Far the weakest

in the countryside, attained their aimas more or less peacefully, without any

spectacular upheavals. "Almost on the first day of the revoluticon, the VTR

cummumists disappeared or went over to the revolutionary forces, compulsory 2
delivery was abolished, kolkhozes disbanded and the land digtributed." There

was nothing more for them to gain. From then on, "the peasants supplied a

lot of food free of aharga.tn the fighting Hungarian capital.”

New Collectivization Tendencies

. Already on the 30th of December, through its

and Imre Dogei, Minister of Agriculture, the regime newly reaffirmed that its

ultimate agricultural goal was collectivization.

spokeamen Istvan Dobi

"dfter the crushing of the revolution, the peasants knew that the

achievements were not final and that the government would try to return to

the situation prior to October. The reorganization of cooperatives is already

under way (early February). No forceful means are used, yet everything pointa

to the Tact that the government will eventually resort to violence. The fol-
£ lowing statement can be freguently heard from the peasants: 'If the communists

want to take away something from me again, I would rather set fire to all I

all 'Ii-l| --"l-_-..-

TAEE

have than to give anything to the government' ... it would come to a peasant

revolution should the government again try to impose restrictions on the

peasaniry."

Though in consegquence of their geographical dispersal a peasant rev- ¥

olution appears impossible, neverthelesss, judeing by past experiences, defiance

of the authorities committed individually or in groups might become very

frequent again. =
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As a result of the ta%fér and tha ahusea of the police against re-
volutionaries, recaleitrant ex-kolkhoz members and "class enemies” in some
rural areas, the attitude of the villagers has alreaflyi stiffened in gpite of
the tempurary gains from the regime.

Sensitivity of Peasantry to Kumors

On ipril 8 Radio Kossuth made the following anncuncement: "A few

i RO

weeks ago there was anxiety among the peasants that following the abolition
of compulsory deliveries, some new burdens would be imposed on the agrjocul tural
producers. Wild rumors circulasted particularly in connection with the payment

of taxes. ihisperes went around among other things to the effect that the pay-

ment of taxes in cash by the Peasantry would be doubled. Moreover, cur anemies
have undermined the mood of villagers, by apreading the rumor that the land
tax to be paigd in wheat would be increased three-fold... the new decree was
Teassuring." Such reassurances are since then a common phenomenon. - 1
"Wild rumors," and "whispers," are commonplace symptoms of distaterial |
regimes where the communication of newa is hampered and the government is P
not trusted. Every sign indicates that this rumor-mongering is now much more
the fashion than it wasg ever before in Bungary, nor is it limited to the
peagantry.
The main causes of the rumor-mongering are the mistrust engendered
by the following circumstances: In the lagt yaar; the peasants had ample
cpportunity to become acguainted with the "two steps Torward and ocne backward"
methods of communism. Many of them are familiar with Lenin's guotation "that
the peasantry must be eliminated because is constantly recreates the bases of .

capitalism” and fear its implementation. They also know that the abolition

of compulsory deliveries deprived the state of one of its main revanues and

iy

of the financial baais of industrislization and fear that the government would
be: compelled to replace thege losses one way or annfhsr. Laat but net least,

* they know that the regime's Tinal alm is collectivization and believe its im-
Plementation to be only a queation of tima.

Fears of a New Collectivization Drive

Although ths guvernﬁent pledged peaceful collectivization and the
"avoidance of the mistakes of the past," available information indicates
that considerable pressure is being used toc break the opposition of the

(]
&t AR A et < i i

peasants to collectivization. Thia again caused a considerable feeling of
uncertainty among the peasantry.
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"it the end of Pebruary, the recollectivization began with old metheds:
The regime took, at the end of February, a very stiff

promisges and threats.
attitude towards farmers who endeavored to rectify the abuses suffered in con-

pagquence of the forcible commassation of land." "Kadar uses the sawe coercion

ap did Rakosli." "In villages were kolhkozes were not reconstituted, the militia
"PMinancial pressure to

i rounded up the youth and beat them with trunchecns.” .
"The administrative measures

gollect tax arrears and kolkhoz livestock iz uged."
differ in some respect from the previocusly applied forced gollectivization

1 R

P TTR

methods but are very effective.” i
The contradiction between the govermment pledges and the acts of the -;

Perhaps it is not entirely the intention of

logal suthorities is siriking.
the government to let loose again the administrative measures but for the

e b

official on the spot the intentions of the government are secondary: he has

to produce the recults reduirad from him, by whatever means. Collectivization

targets are set for a certain geographical area. It depends on the local =$

authority whether he uses peaceful methods or foree - but if he faile, he

jeopardizes his relatively well paid job. The actual pressure depends there-

fore from the size of the target Tigures set by the government and from the
local authorities and varies accerdingly, considerably from village to village.
"Spring was never the season for collectivization. In Hakosi's time |

IEMTMEDIERY) T BT

generally they waited till the crops had baen harvested, so as not to disturb i

production. Pundamental changes of agricultural policy are not expected by |
the peasantry before autumn,"” concluded one of our sources.
. |
Mostly Poor Peasants Adhering o the Heformed Kolkhozes -
i |

At the end of April, the numbers of kolkhozes waa 2540 or 50% of

the pre-revolutionary peak periocd. Collectivized land represented of 1,160,000 H

acres or 30%, the membership 125,000 about Zﬁﬁ of the prerevolutionary peak
I period. This figures show that rather the poorer peasants are beginning to
‘ adhere again the kolkhozes and therefore they are the weakest link in the
opposition of the regime, mostly not for politieal but for geconomie reasons.
In connecticn with the newly reconstituted kolkhozes, it is inter-
esting to note that they were very oftem reprimanded by the official press {
A conslderable :

CEIITERS L ey et iR e

of using methods which are contrary to genuine soclalism.

part of the kolkhozes accepted statutes which are '"mot in accordance with
Further, their striving for

Soecialist requirements" as the newspapers stated.
independence from the state-managed tractor statioms by buying their own

machinary were blamed.

- 16 =
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Thar were also reprimandudﬂbﬁlthe fﬁgima'f

the hiring of ahaia-nruppars.

Tax Sabotage of Peasants

During the spring, the press complained of considerable tax sabotage
on the part of the peasantry: the forceful colleetion of arrears indicated

by our scurces alsoc showed the existance of such tendencies.

"

Mocd of the Peasantry

It is undﬁrslﬁndahla, therefore, that farmers are almost in their

totality according io a source who had opportunity to travel over a zig part

YIS T

of the land "absolutely pessimistic about their future." The communista fail

iy =

to see that all the peasant is interested in is his plow, his chapter and his

"¥]

own machinery and wants to hear nothing about politics." "Work has no sense,it

doesn’t bring fruits." "The peasantry began sluggishly to work."

C. INTELLECTUALS

The Surviving "Thaw" in the Intellectual Field

The bulk of ecriticiam in the pre-revoluticonary times aimed at the
cultural pelicy of the regims. The narrowing of all cultural life to the
aping of Zoviet models was a heavy burden an writers and publie alike. Frém
this point of view, the Vadar regime has not yet attempted to set the oloek
back to the Hakosi era,

L T TED ""ﬂ‘jﬂ-i‘fw* N
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To comply with the wishes and tastes of the publie, the publishing
enterprises are lssuing large numbers of novels by such Jestern writers who

would never have been published even during the “tham! However, cne source

LT I

complained about the "scureity of good books."

The theatere have plays by #estern authors on their repertories {(e.g., ,

"=

Pirandello) or by Pangarisn "bourgesois" authors like Ferenc Molnar and Gabor 5

VasZary. The movies are not Quly playing a eonsiderable nuuber of Weatern :

i

films but also Hungarian lighl cowmedies from the prewar perfbd, the latter
which were hitherte strictly forbiden to avoid a poesibllity of comparison 5

WL

between the "old" and the "new" Hungary. |

s

The newspapers are mich more readable than they were in the Rakosi

T

era. They are more amply reporting oh the Wwest, about fashion shows, beauty

tontests, film festivals, technical analtiéa. soenes of daily life and ewven

Ypap e e

on ¥estarn pélitical events althoeugh the latter subject is covered in & biased

manner. More is written about China, and less about the 3oviet Union than

"o

before. New periodicals guech ag Magveto and Nagyvilag are expected to pub-
)
lish works by Western writers and ofPer a more ample review of Nestern liter-

ature. Generally, thers is less "dead talk" in the press and pericdicalas.
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: The same can be said about the radio program. Not only has jazz been
: admitted to the programs of Radio Budapest but a definite trend from "gon-

=
1

servative" to "progressive" jazz has been noted in the paat few montha.

Literary features of the Hungarian radioc include stories by non-communist

% writers, or even worka by such authors who are known to be in prison., The j
i share of polities in program content is smaller than in years past. :ﬁ
ﬁ In the economic field considerable criticism is allowed provided such fic|
3 eriticism does not touch upon policy but cnly on its practical implementation %
and on problems of economiec techmigue. j

=

In the field of fine arts, abstract painters wers permitted to display
their work at the big Budapest apring exhibition of this yEaT.
' This relative freedom of intellectual 1life, though more or leus

T R PR

tnlaratad by the regime, is far from secure. As early as March, the party

nrgan complained that "the majority of our theaters have renounced the most

important task of the socialist theater, i.e., introducing the ideals of

E

Soclalism to the audience." Further, the paper stated "that since November 2
we were able to drive back revisionism to a cunsiderahle extent; in the oul- ';
;' tural field, however, it is a threat esven now." Tha article made raferencaa B
g to the "bourgeois plays at the theaters" and the "bad programming poliey 3
? of the movies," and added: "This policy of liberalism in the cultural field 5 |

was called inte existence by revisionlsm and by an opportunist shrinking from
our taaka."

Such attacks have since multiplied, though usually coupled with

= I-:_-ﬂ I

protestations that no attempt to & return to the cultural reolicies of the
Rakosi era was being contemplated. is in other fields, regime cultural policiss
appear to be chaotic and undecided to the extreme. W#hether the present
eclecticism will be tolerated in the long run is quastionable., The suppression

R TR
= 27011

of an historical play by L. Nemeth, one of the Kossuth prize winners of

this year, might indicate a retreat toward rizidity. 4 source pointed out
that what the regime was indulzing in in the arts is & sort of "neo-salsmi
tacties.” fi
The 1956 Thaw and the Cultural "Liberalis’ of Kadar i

There is in any case a striking difference between the "liberalism”
of the periocd under review and the 1956 thaw. #hile tha 1956 thaw permitted
a very ample criticism of the "Communist way of life," the present "ecultural
liberalism" may only skim the surface and provide "color." As one respondent
put it: "It serves as a bait,” indicating the mistrust of the public at large.
Political criticism which characterized Irodalmi Ojsag is gone

and those who represented this spirit of criticism are either refugees in the

“.. - West, or prisoners.
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In the Soviet orbit, where political discussion is suppressed, litera- o

ture takes on an added meaning. The whole purpose of the ¥adar cultural policy

appears to be to prevent literature fronm assuming a political dimension. 4l-

though the present "liberalism” is not in line with offieial dootrine, the 3
value of a liberalized intellectual life which only entertains and does not

offer the nucleus of an opposition is of great use to the regime. Thus, as a
Aungarian intellectual wrote in June from Budapeat: "English and American films

and comedies are imported. FPeople have to be kept merry. I too ecould laugh

at the simple American jokes if I did not realize that sll this is unly &

sedative - opium and sleeping drugs. Everything but a second October! This

is their bible now. They are afraid and due to their anxiety esverything is
permitted."

The Silent friters 5

One of the mo:t often heard regime couplaints about the Hungarian v
sriters is their silence. Apart from a fewn opportunists and the hard care
of "Muscovites," Hungarian men of letters are not-eollaborating.

"In general, it can be said sbout the Hungarisn writers and journalists
that not one of any importance has sdhered to the regime." This is perhaps

one of the causes that Eletes Irodalom the new literary weekly "sells very

poorly and is wanted by no one.'
Not only political buit psychologioal factora, too, are reaponsible
for this silence of the writers: "A terrible intellectual indolence which you

cannot coneeive of iz taking hold of us. HNothing matters. The whole country

T T T T T Yy [ RN YA T N S P T R ST e

is in a total mental lethargy." "I feel as though I had been stunned," to
quote from letter of Hungarian writers to friends abroad. Those who write
are reported toc do sc "for themselves and for their desk drawers.”

Interest seems to be of & detached kind, to judge from the following
remark: "Apart rom sorrow, despair and rage, there is curiosity in us about -
what will happen and how it will happen.”

An interesting glimpse is given by cne item on how the government had
broken some of the resistance in the journalistic field:

i Pl 2 e T S S

"As a great majority of Hungarian newspapermen had taken an mctive

part in the psychological preparation of the Hungarian revolution and had

e F T m ey ey ey =
{hgrs

worked for the revolutionary newspapers, the Kadar ;ﬂgima found it difficult

¥ to reorganize the press. Therefore, it had to apply sly tactica. Only a few

;. newspapers were allowed to publish at first with the result that an artificial
unemployment of newspapermen wes created. These paparas were granted a certain
i- degree of freedom,.thus misleading readers as well as the newspapermen employed.
: Later, pressure on the press incressed and step-by-atep the government made
newspapers cconform with the old communiast routine. The regime achieved its

aim in a very short time: By the middle of February the apparent independence

of the press had come to an end." The risks of such a method of "recrutiment”
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wers pointed up by a respondent who stated: "All journmalists are Of an op- _
positionary sentiment." JEven if this sweeping generalization is untrue, news-
papermen in present day Bungary are bound te include a conciderable number of
potential *rebels."”

Concerning writers who have broken their silence, one scurce offered
the following view:

"What happened? [Did everybody seerifice his principles? Nonsense!
Though there are some unprincipled people, some scoundrels, thers are others
who say i1t is neécessary to do scomething. 4gain others think thut what they
are doing is "realpolitik..." Another respondent stated: "There is a certain
literary life in Hungary. Some 50 or 60 writers are at work. Jurely, ameng
them there are such who think that they are doing the right thing..."

v ks

L

Ty ey
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At the same time, open collaboration is treated with contempt. A
Marxist writer who is not adhering to the regime remarked about Jozsef Foder,
ona of this year's Kossuth prize winners, "You see, here is this dull-witted
Fodor who doesn't know what he's doing." Other items zlso seem to indicate
disapproval of those who had "given in."

The tendency to explain the "cultural concessions” af the ruéima as

PSR

utilitarian devices is again strikingly reflected in a remark of an intellec-

LN

tual about George Lukacs in his letter from Budapest: "Lukacs is consideraed

B

a "national asset," a show-plece for Western reporters and correspondents.”

T
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Soviet Books and the Works of Hungarian duthors inm Jail

A letter from Budapest indicated that "three months ago nobody asked 5%
fer Soviet works in the libraries. Today, there are two or three persons daily ﬁ
expressedly asking for Soviet novels. Feople are like this; when they see _f
f_ cthersdoing something they immediaialy think that ‘it should be tried by them ﬁg
b’ R too, because something good might come out of 1it." s ﬁa
=1 " o
> At the same time, "A lerge run for the books of the arrested writers -
2 hae also been raported." This paradoxical situation should ecausa no surprise i
FF as "life in present day Hungary is full of paradoxes" as one respondent re- 3
; marked. &
d &
l'}.
i &
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Schoel Children )

| § Ls late as April ene young refugee stated: "The revelutienary meod of
youth is net yet totally gone. Even the youngest are demonstrating against

the regime". For subsequent periods: "It has proved impossible te restore
discipline in schoels; the children have gene completely 'wild' durimng the

few days of freedom. The §eachers to day are tired, very irritable and entjrely
R fed up with the situation... Adults can be intimidated but mobedy can scare

ity

the young". "Imdisciplime is still general in middle schools. Since October
teachers have had s hard time owing teo the anti-Cemmunist feelings of the
pupila and thedr unwillingness te conform te the disciplinary rules of the

S—

Communist centrolled scheols."

Bepeated anti-regime demonstrations im various schoolas were described

by several respondents. The censtant regime complaint that "the bad news

= o p——

about the schools are not without foumdatien" are cerroborating the above

epe

reporta.

! University Studenta
' In consequence of the resistance of students the opening of the uni-
versitjes could net take place before the first week of February. The anti-
Communist meed of the university students and regime distrust teward them
was imdicated by several sources. At the same time the words "nihiliam"
"mihilistic" er "apathetis" cropped up in interview items as well as regime
newspaper articles with reference te¢ siudemts.
i "A terrible nihiliem fleurishes with the young. But what sheuld they
believe in? From where could they reeeive a "Weltanschauung” er moral ideals?"
Nepakarat on April 11 wrote: "The mejority eof students are passively
disillusienmed...The cynical nihilistic meed is mlmost general ameng the

studenta of universities." !

— -y s,

Lccordingete Szegedi Hirlap "A few among them fight with toeth and
nail fer the Party, the ethers are cempletely apathetie, they drink & lot...

——

' There is cemplete chass in pelitical and eccnemie questioens. There are ...
false pelitical day-dreams."

Specifie gtudent attitudes

——ramm— a = w
2 0

The resolution of the newly established Party organizatien of the
Pech High Schoel Teachers allews a valuable glimpse into specific studemt
T attitudes which Communist teachers must overcomes:
P "a. Hostility toward the Soviet-Union; b. Aversion! to the Communisat
i Farty; o. Worship of the West: d. The underestimation of the achievememts of
popular democracy and exaggeration of its faults; e. The idea of Natiomal

Communism; f. Disparagement and ignoramce of Marxism-Leninism; g. ﬂnncientif—
iic viewa of religiom.”

=3l =

ocopy HAY
phat not be fucthes reproduced  HOQOVER INSTITUTION WOTICE: TIIS MATERIAL
stributed :Hlmt tha speclflc authaci- l'_ll-?nl-. REVOLUITE M AN FEACE ::“W,ﬂuﬂz'ﬂmr
lon of thas Hoover Instltutlon Archilvas. Sl Eliccia eommy tems l'l'l»ll « 0.3, CODE



—

irl =

e

TR

e TE‘WW. L o=

IR

Uspopularity of the newly Established Communist Youth Orgamisetion

Search for arme at schools, universities and colleges did not heffp
the regime to win over the young to its side. Nor did the deportations in
HP?emher. or the mass arreats and expulsioms from the universities which
followed.

] The regime hoped to undo this harm through a new, amd better,
Communist Youth Organization (KISZ) which would offer "education" as well as
amuaament to the young. Although it had attained the figure of 120.000 by the
end of June, "membership grew slowly". This information waa cogroborated by
c;itical voices in the press on the slow progress Kisz was making, and on the
uawillingners of young villagere, egpecially girls, "under the gnfluence of
RFE" to joim. :

One of our sources pointed out that the poseibilities of sports and
entertainement was a great lure to youth, and that politics were at first
underplayed in the organization. Lately, KISZ spokesman Komocein emphasized
tia neceealty of more political educatiom for the young, though without any
reductiom im the sports and recreational sctivities of the organization.
Continued regime complaints about too much dancing and not enough Marxism in
Kisz might be an imdiecation that the local KISZ leaders do not expect to
hold the membership without catering, almost exclusively, to its desire for
amusement. )

. Considering that sources indicated that the young people of Hungary
are aware of the futility of revolutionary acte in the present circumstances,
the present approach of KISZ to the problem, i.e., stressing balls and summers
holjdays against indoctrination might be successful. With its monopoly on
sports and other facilities, the Communist Youth Organization might briag
a great many recalcitrant young persons back to the "fold" and if not com-
vince,it might neutralize snd silence them.

V. THE "NEW" PARTY.
"Cadre Party"” or "Mass Party"

In December and January the controversy arose, and lengtly discussion
ensued, whether the future Communist Party should be a "cadre=party", i.e.
the "vanguard of Socialist comstructiom” or a party of the masses. No firm
conclusione were reached them and time overtook this discuseion by producing
a medium-sized party of roughly 350,000 members. _

From the beginning, the party encountered the most seriocus difficult-
ies im every respect. These difficulties had not yet been overcome. Complaints
about "persecution" of Party members by the workers, the difficulties of or-
gan;zatinn, the resistance of the population to the Party are a daily phenog-
fﬁnun im the Communist press.

SO s e - . - 22 -
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deccording to sources: "Communism hae run out of arguments, no one
believes imn it anymore”, "The Communist party has totally lost its ground
in Hungary".
In this connection the statement of & fformer party member is very
revealing: "I decided that my duty was to wait for a purification of the
Party, im which procese I trust, although not for the near future. For this
reason I could not pledge for the party at this time. I could do this only
when it would not come imto conflict with my moral comvictionms",
Fear, cpportuniem snd soms other causes of adherence rr#@ﬂh'

"Economiec pressure is now used ta meke miners join the new party.

o e "*‘w
i
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When somebody refuses to do so, he is tranarerred to another job at inferior =
pay or is fired". "Cpne can searcely find Communist in Hungary exept im '
governmental offices. Many toock sut their party booklets only to assure good
Jobs." Or, .as & young student said: "We have to aspure our future positions
and joba".

Amother cause for adhering to the party was mentioned im a somewhat
;' unclear statement which said: "Conaiderable numbers join in order to push
Kadar toward eectarianism and thue create a favorable athmosphere for a new
"revisionist" revolt." Others were said to ddhere im order to "change the
Party from within". How far this latter attitude was genuine and how far it
was merely the ratiomalisatiom of anp opportunistic step could not be ascert-
aimned from the material at our disposal.

Sources poimted out that mainly white-collar workers and state fune-
tionaries joimed the party "whercas the majority of the working class do not
wish to hear anything about Communism" similarly: "This attitude of intellect-
uals might be sttributed to their special position. It is & well known fact
that im a People's Democracy, the intellectuals are those most at the mercy
of the regime"”.

During the period under review, there were numercus compleints in the
press that "even party members don't dare to stand up for Communism."

TREE

The statement of recent refugees confirmed this: "The members try to

keep their membership secret; they are afraid of the non-Communist workers"

"A big section even of Communist Party members disapproves of the regime."
In this connection ome source pointed out that the Party leaderahip
was aware of this but did not care "because it reckons with the likelihood
that coomer or later the Party member will act inm eonformity with Party inm-
structioms, which would bring him imnto opposition with his cnll*guea: this
in turn would make him side with the Party".
Heterogeneity of party and leadership
The above statements as well as other available data indicate that

the Party membership is very heterogeneous. The core seems to be the old
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Rakosy party apperatus, the personnel of the former AVO now serving aes militia, =

loyal army officers and bureaucrats of the stsate apparatus. The rank angd file,
on the other hand, appear to be composed of carrefgrists or of percoms whe by
the pressure of circumstances, or in order to secure better positions, joined
;?the Farty. Finally it must be noted that there are no #kdications of Rajkp .i@
or Nagy elements adhering in considerable numbers, althogh recently there

were some complaimts in the regime press about this.

Intrigue within the Party

A large ecale campaign has been conducted by the Hungariam press since
April to stem the intrigues and denunciationms rife within the CF.

The provincial daily Heajdu Bihari Haplo wrote on May 5: "Some peornle
are of the opimion that those who are without talent should make up for this
lack by intrigue..... Accusations which often cause headaches to Party organ-
lzation do not convince or educate -- they discourage, $ffend and alienate
people from the ideala of Socialism",.

"The cause of the intrigues which presently endanger the unity of the
party is subjectivism" the same paperes stated recentlys

These and similar press voices indicate the disunity of the party,
caysed partly by its heterogemous composition. The discord seems to be not of
en ideological nature but must rether be the result of rivnlriaa ag the word
"subjectiviem" suggests and reflects a struggle for posltions and for more
power within the party.

Factions amd Cligues

destern newspapers and political commentators have been propounding
numerous theories in the past few months on factions and cliques within the
Hungarian CP leadership. By and large, these hypotheses precented the Humgarian
political set up as a spectrum with Kadar and his handfull of followers im the
middle flanked by & strong Rakosi-ite faction (probably a majority of the
Praeeidium) on one side and some Nagy folleowers on the other. The conspicuously
temporizing nature of the final communique issued at the end of the June Farty
conference was likely to confirm the impression of divergent Pressure groups
being active within the highest Party and state leadership.

What 1ittle has transpired about the Party conference (held cantiously
behind closed doors) imdicated that the debate was concentrated around the
"sseessment of past mistakes" and not around presemt or future poliey. :

"Past ﬁistaken“ is of course & temuous term: it might include queetions
of primciple, it might exclude them and refer only to methods, or, indhed. it
might be resiricted to "certain excesses" only.

In a hermetic ideological system (Staliniem or Rakoasi-iesm) "past

mistakes" even in their most restrictéd sense would be a delioste and ex-

plosive subject; the very sdmission by the party leadership of any mistakes
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having been committed at all would presuppose the existence of & strong faction
imsisting om this subject being discuased.

Although this may be true for the present Hungarian Party leadership,
too, it must not necesgarily be so. Indeed, the utier ideological poverty of
the Revoluticmary Socialist Workergh: . Party platform might be indicative
of the comtrary. Since the resulutiﬁna of the Party conference aimed Bt
apparently nothimg more ambitious thanm "to muddle through", the discussion
about "past mistakes" instead of being an explosive gharge in a closed vesgel
might simply be a comvenient means to settle persomal gcores, or might serve
88 & sop for "the masses", or both. -

Furthermore, the following should be borne in mind:

1. The presence of the Soviet army im Hungary is supplemented by the
presence of Soviet advisors who would quickly stop any schismatic tibﬂinﬂiaa
developing within the Party -- the October revolution was too costly for the
Soviet Union, in every respect, to allow amy dagerous stirrings withim the
Party.

2. Almost alleParty leaders p&rticipnted in what gmounted to a procese
of "re-Stalinization" sinece the revolution using terror and the massive pres-
ence of Soviet military power to this end. This made them de-facto disciples
of Stalinist m;thﬂda == ‘whether they like this or not might be regarded &s
immaterial: they are discredited in the eyes of the population.

3. The "reform movement"” withim the Communist Party during the spring
and summer of 1956 was in the positiom of offering a choice between Rakosi
on the one hand and Nagy on the other. Such differencea cannot be found in the
present Communist spectrum in Hungery. )

4. Laat but not least, the uvaﬁta of last October might have consider-
ably sobered "reformist" elements within the party: "Although a considerable
segment of the "ruling clase" has an aversion for the actual quislings, they
- baving to fear their future - mey never permit such & process of liberaliza-
tion which might give rise to an other revolutionary movensnt ' a source said, '

Raturally, all the above refers to the momentary situatiom im Hungary.

Though singularly poor im plang of even a medium range, the Kadar apparatus
8till is compelled to carry out its policies according to certain hypotheses
dccordimg to which: l.terror will prove efficient to break =all resistance:

2. the industrial output will rise in spite of the cuts in the workers' wageasy
3. the purchase of agricultural produce instead of its compulsory delivery
will succeed, FPoints 2. and 3. are closely linked since peasants will un-

doubtedly refuse to sell unless they can exchange their money for industrial
goods.

Set-backs on any one of the three fronts might precipitate the present |
lack of unity (caused im no small measure by the 'hand-to-mouth' manner in -
which affairs are being conducted) into theemergence of an crganizged opposi-
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tion within the Party.

The appraisal of Kadar and of some other Party leaders

" Kadar was to & certain extent a popular Communist before the revolu-
tion due mainly to the fact that he had been imprisoned and tortured under
Rakosi. This fact must have been considered by the &enlin in making him
Soviet ceretaker for Hungary. Even af%ar Hovember 4, he was comsidered a
"pathetis victim in the hande of the Hussians rather than a despicable
scoundrel/{ Audience Amelysis Special Report jqfy 13, 571/57.

Some are excusing his amcts with Soviet pressure: some with " the
Leftist pressure under which he has to work". Fur¥hermore it is conceived
with difficulty "how & man who has once beem tortured himself could mow
mistreat others even moTe severly". One source summarised these views ia the
following; "Kadar is regarded either as 'a poor prisomer or as a blackguard.
In November he was rather believed to be a prisomer. Today he is hated for
the things which whkre accomplished im his name and,therefore, people are more
than willing to consider him a scoundrel". But the q*tinn that he is a stupid
man and a coward is also widely held. .

4t the begining of Kadar's rule it was emphasized that pecple hated

Rakosi so much they prefered Kadar, and believed "Kadar makes concessione to

. the Soviete in order to prevent the returm of Rakosi".

However, with the increase of police and judicial excesses, the phrase
“wﬁraa than under Rakoai" has often been proncunced. Indeed the more cunning
terror of Rakosi impressed perhaps people less than the nakedness of Kadar's
brute violemce. !

The servility of the new leadership wae stressed by ome source who
discribed the difference between the o0ld and the mew party heads as "the
new ones are much more stupid". Another source stated his preference for
Rakosi because: "No matter how I ddspise both of them, I have the impression
that Rakosi is more aware of the role of intellectuals as all theae stupid
illiterates.(With.Rakosi back) this campaign against the intelligeantia would
perhape cease."

Concerning other more prominent figureg of the Farty, three sources
spoke of Marcsen ss being "the most sinister member of the government"; "the
moet stupid and primitive"; "the wost feared". The last respondent alao stated
that "Munich is the wmost despised.”

Mpifferent romds to Scocialism”

fcgording to the only source who touched upom the subject "when we

are referring to the FPoles and Chinese the Stalinistse hit back at us with our
own arms claiming that 'these sre Folish and Chimese peculiarities'; umder
the present conditions, after a defsated counter-revolution, this spirit is

unapplicable in Humgary".
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The "Psople's Fatriotic Front®

The isolation of the Hungarian CP, and other tactical considerations
as well, brought about the revival of the idea of a "People's Patriotie
Front"™.

During the brisf Parliamentary gession in May Kadar stressed the
necessity of mass organizations embracing "all men of good=-will" (i.e.,
anyone who is willing to ca;pnrate with the regime). He especially vingled
out the Feople's Froant and thes Trade Onione as offering the brosd framework
of what he termed "mnational untty"m,

Yet, in orgamizing the FPeople's Fatriotie Frent, Kadar is {feced with
ag almost imsurmountable problem: he may either resuscitate the old, utterly
discredited Pront of the past in which cass the movement though "reliable"
will serve no purpose; or slse he may attempt to launch a8 new movement with
8 modicum of freedom which may become an irritant to the regime,

“ome evidence, although it is far from conclusive, indicates that
Kadar might have spent the better part of last spring in trying to put
together a People's Patriatic Fromt which would not be the exact replica of

ite pre-revolutionary namesake.

For ome thing, there appears to be imternal evidence to the effoct that

Eadar has mo trusted followers in the sense in which Eakosi or even Hevad
have. Lacking personal following, he might bte tempied Lo bank more heavily

on a Patriotic Fromt tham Rakosi ever had the need to. Aleo, such a movement,

~ provided that it is less of a mare window dressing than ita predecessor had

been, might reinforece his position not only vis-a-vis the country but alac

strengthen him im the Party Praesidium.

Secondly, Magyar Nemzet, formerly the paper of the People's Patriotic

Front has mot re-appeared since the revolution. In his August 20+h epesch
Kadar anmounced that Magyar Nemzet will resume publication in September. He
did mot specify what the political role of the paper would be, nor gave any
details om ths composition of the editorim]l board. Parragi, a discredited
opportunist of mo mean journalistic abilities who had been editor of
Magyar Nemzet before the revolution was given the editorship of a weekly
newspaper Hetfol Hirek some momths ago. Thus, the "faitrful" Pargéi had been
satisfied and, &t the game time, the editorship of a crnce highly-regarded
liberal newepaper remains fres to be used as & bait.

Thirdly, it might be more tham a colncidence that the Feople's
Patriotie Front is being propagated informally as it were while the "gtrike
of the Humgariam intellectuals" continuea. Considering that under the power
moncpoly of the CP the Front, at ite best, could be not much more than & more
or less limited debsting society, the role of the writers might be preponder-

ant in the movement as had been the case im the past. Certain press articles
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wooclng the writers of the “third road", the former "willage explorers" as well
a8 staiements like that of Kellei shout "cooperatiom with allies in the builde
ing of Boeialiem" point in the same directiom: if a rwrpruchi;nt between 1he
regime and the "silent omes" cam be effected the People's Patriotic Fromt
will play & very useful role imndeed for the regime -- that of a golden bridge
for the "prodigal sona".

Up to now, neithar these nor any other ragimu expectations show any
Bign of materializing: ma yet the writers ere hn!diﬁg out with the result that
the Feople's Patriotic Fromt is as meaningless as it ha# bean before thae
revolution. As one respondent stated: "Efforts to recruit fellow-irayellers
and crypto-Communists no doubt because they do not bear the official labsel
amnd can therefors be used as a facade to some sort of Popular Fromt - are
continuing".

Prospecte for the People's Patriotic Front

Although the "surrender" of many writers will have to come sconer or
later, when their material situation end iaclation become intoleralle, their
rallying -if this takes Flace via the Patriotic Feople's Front- will only
have a temporarily revivifying effect on that movement. The vary nature of
Communist dictatorship excludes any eerious participation in the govermment
of others tham the monolythic Party itself with the result that the Patriotie
Fromt will either be riveted to the Communist Party again through men of the
type of Farragi and the "mom-party Bolshevik" Erdei, or it will bBe broken
as the Fetofi Circle and the Writers' Uniom have bean.

Heavy propaganda emphasis of late om the different "peace" organiza-
tions even such of s denominational nature like the newly fdrmnd Catholic
"Opus Pacis" and its Protestant counterpart may also be taken ss a slgn that
the regime is, perhaps, preparimg to use these movements either as "parallel
organizations" if the Patrictic Front does succeed or, if it faila, as a
substitute for it.
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