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Conditions In The "Rovnost" Pit At JACHYMOV .

SOURCE LONDON: A 27-year-old geologist, who arrived in P
Austria at the bqginning of March 1952, L Sk

DATE OF OBSERVATION: Till March 1952

* 5

A refugee, a 27-year-old geolgist, who was employed
at the Rovnost pit in the JACHYMOV mining region. Hie job
was to plan the veins ("Kartyrovani,”) to measure the shafis,
to test ssmples, to direct further digging and to plan the
mining. Taking of samples was done according to a voviet
method, i.e.: in vertical lines, every two meters, five . '°
or six samples were taken, each weighing 3,5 to 4,5 'kg. ' .

Our informamit stated that about 350 people were employed .
in thé mangement of the mines, 15 per cent of them Soviets. = '«
In Hovnost pit there were about 500 civilian miners and’ =
1,200 prisoners. ‘he pit was the biggest and best guarded in . _
the whole region. Close to it there was the prisoners' camp
encircled by two four and a half meters high fences of double . -
barbed wire; between the two fences dogs ware tied to the DI
wires. Watchtowers were equipped with mobile searchlights and = -
machine guns. L e

The wages of civilian miners were very high, the average @
wages being 15,000 Kes per month; highly skilled workers could .
earn as much as 50,000 Kes per month, ineluding rewards “
for overtime and for overfulfillment of the plans and the
socalled "JACHYMOV allowance" ("JACHYMOVSKI PRIDAVEK.")

The svarage peay of Soviet employees as the man g ement was
also 50 to 60,000 Kes per month. The Czech employees very
often minifested this indigantion about tha fact that the
Soviet "colleagues" received about four tines as much as

the Czechs, and into the bargain also received special allow-
ances for their families in the USSR.

Absenteeism was strictly punished. for missing a shift,
a civilian worker had 2,000 Kcs deducted from his pay. A
prisoner failing to fulfill his norms was punished by the
socalled "Strafcommando," which meant further increase of
norms with reduced food rations.
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; In the Rovnost pit, either light hammers of Czechoslovak
3 origin (produced in VITKOVICE steel works) or heavy American ’
'~ ones were used for digging; but the home-produced orm were
7 ‘out of order more frequently than the American made. Two dred-
i machines of Soviet productions we e used in the pit; they
s%:g; very clumsy and suffered from frequent breakdowns, dut
to the inferior material of which they were made. Repairsiere
done with' spare parts manufactured in the pit's workshops,
*angqin the meantime the loading of ore had to be done with

hovald,

) Luhole production of ore was sent to OSTROV/Near KARLOVY
VERY/ for selection, and was there loaded in- apeciul Bealed
',barnf!ﬂi sent to the USSR, st
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;vas haawily guarded by SNB membars among whom

ere many young Slovaks from PRESOV District. These 5
mérally despised for brutal treatment of prisoners and -~
. sd "Bacalaci." Special guard units called "Pre- . .
hqtky” were always on duty in the neighborhood .

' 0 raok down the prisoners who managed to aaoapa.

qpﬁiQ;gt.rate 1n Hovnoat pit was high, on the average,

: *yoagol daily. Xven fatal accidents occurred which
dee gﬁxbout;S per cent of the miners aurrered

4% ib:ked in the JACHYMOV minea, deaoribod
':'d roaponaible positions in the management:

UREV (£mu), head of the gedlogic dejsartment
"guoiogy, but rather conservatiye in his methods

81 SVIRIDOV (rnu) about 25, was the aupervisor for

: JZ;;TTeratood 1ittle about hie job, He lived in the :

nt buillding and was a staunch member of the Soviet Kom- ®
wf tude toward his Czech colleagues was rather con- =
dthough he was no expert himself, he had a poor opin-

Helr sbilities and he did not bother to conceal it.

, zechs "Zapadnik" ("esterners) and often accused

their.main incentive to work was the desire to earn a

/5. 8nd that they were completely disinterested in

1tters.

107 :¥ha*°zéch personnel, the foreman VRANA in the Rovnost
ts living in JACHYMOV, was a very staunch Communist. He was
.greutly feared by the political prisoners working there, as

“he' often’ reported them for slow work, and cauaed as much harm
tp tham*aa he could.- , :

. Eza cUHHENT AL details UNCONPIR ED, but mentioned con-

- ditions have been previously report d by other sources. For

- other details see Items Nos, 4032/52, 12997/51, 12976/51: .
‘The' figures sbout civilian miners and prisoners sound rather ex- !
aggerated. For other information about VRANA see ILtems Nos. 3599/52

]
8923/51 and about SVIRIDOV Item No-4000/52. Other names unknown.




