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POPULAF. RUMOR OF A NEW ATOMIC PLANT IN THE CARPLTH;ANS,

SOURCE_HAYBURG: Verious merine sources

DATE OF CTSERVATION: Recent and current

EVAL. CONMENT: No confirmation of such rumors ever reached us,
and the rews zeems to be improbable when one tries to think -
logiceliy. The building of an atomic plant in a vulnerable
area, clcye to Western Europe, in a hostile to the Soviets:
country and acc2ssible by e few minutes flight from any of the
American airbases sounds almost fantastic. Such rumors might

be the result o? a general "atomic" hysteria on both sides of
the Iror. Jurtein, Some armement installation under construction
at BALIGK)D and a KBW (Internal Security Corps) motoriged

unite ther2 were already reported (Item No, §7l4/53,)'but there
was no further ccnfirmation of this fact, and a military industry
plant -- 2van strongly guerded -- necessarily does not mean ;

an atomic plant.

No iw’ormntion is available here on uranium deposits
in these¢ »urts ¢f the Carpathian mounteins, either on the
Polish or on the Cgzechoslovak side. '
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Acco-dirg to what is in the populer mouth, interest .has
been recently concentrated on NOWA HUTA in order to distrect
attenticn from 8 large atomic plant which s being bult not
far North ¢f BALIGROD at the Czechoslovak torder. This is a
rumor whi.L seers to be catching on and on which is apparent-
ly believeé by* the "men in the street,” The whole business 1is
said to be in Soviet hands and employing Scviet labour, and
it is not intended that the Polish population should learm
too much zbout it. The construction of the plant is alleged
to ve th: consequence of the discovery of uranium deposits in
the Carpathians. According to one source, the area has been
closed o’f and only a Soviet pernit will gein anyone admission
(this elleza%ion was not based on personal experience,

The name of the town of BALIGROD was known to only one
gource the others were wague in their local topography, but
all ment.cned tha Carpathians.,
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