ITEM No B30/54
i LL .
’ .‘ ! 2 7 J&n
i VIT - 989 4

INDUSTRY (1700) % b
WinTng (1706)

LABOR (1900) B
Working Conditiona-(lQle;
1..‘ -l“
Further Short Ngwe:on thﬁ Uranium Mines in
BUHOVO anq;gnngpsnan. "

SOURCE TRIESTE: A Bulgerien emigrant.
DATE OF OBSERVATTON: Beginhing of 1953. .

e ‘: i
EVALUATION COMMENT: Thé Eveluator doubts whether many
of_ the most responsible ipersonalities of the Soviet
- State and CP know the origin of the uranium of their
atomic bombs, and still less the Bulgarian workers of
the BUHOVO mines. The pumors contained in this report
may be intentionally sprezd by the Soviet wanagement of -
the uranium mines in BUHOVO in order to underline the
great importance of the latter before the workers —-
Communist. Party members; whom they force to fulfill ever
increasing production norms.

The reported data on the mines in BUHOVO is in
agreement with information available in our files. Tor
more details see RFE Item No. 6769/53. Information is
available here on the discovery of rich uranium deposits
also in the vicinity of {he BACHKOVO monastery (sea QIFE
Jtem Ro. 6156/53,) and near the village of YENINA, coun-
ty FAZANLIX (see RFE Iten No. 717/54.§

: The uranium-mﬁncs near ZLATOGRAD, as well as
the reported details abput the work and working condi-
tions there are not knoy? here.

4
'y

» . »

2 According to information supplied our source
by an o0ld school-mate, a carpenter (NU), who worked in
the uranium mines in BUH(VO until the end of 1552, the
first Soviet atomic bomb was made with uvranium from the
Czech mines in JACHIMOVI., =znd the second one w%ith
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.: uranium from the wnines ia BJHOVO,
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A The abovemsntiiored mines are said to omploy from
25k y 000 t0 5,000 workers, a3l iried Communists end well paid.

' Many new hnuses wnere bullt near FIHOVOQ end almost
form a village apars. Only Suvviet officiesls and special-
- 48%s live there. It is seid that the Soviets plaan to en-
.- large the BUHOVO uranium :ines in the save dimenelons as
it othe famous PERNIX coal pits. Morsover, ner uranium layers
G are aaid to bave been diaeov&rad in the EUHOVO ragion.

: Horoover, tke GCRUBSO Soviet m1ning oompany 13
slso aaid $0 be axploitins a second uraniur mine near ZLA- .
“POGRAD, between MADAW and ZLATOGRAD in the RARDJALI region
‘where thera are lead und sinc mines tco, end whure recent- e
3 ly aluo asboetos depots were discovered. _ €

- Tha dircction o2 the work for ashestos and ura-
_nium oxea?atiuna 1g sdid %o have been enirusted to a Cer-
man (NU) from East Germany who alreedy resavved some peri—
‘meters 'to h i ,“§ b ﬁoro the last war.;;-}; B3
-4e,Th -nranium obtainod in the ZAATOGRAD region 1:
gransported to the staticn of PODFKOVA by truck. Tt -de said
hat from 250 to 300 s=uck trucks ars on continual daily
: ce between the minee and PODKOYA. The uranium 19 then
;.h ad to the Soviet Union in a raw state. '

SO T o reckoned that saild nines are no smaller or
losn 1mportant than those of BUHOVO. . The number of workers
engaged there is not: known but it is assumed that it is very
high. The sslaries of the workers, who are also all Commu-
{nisto, are high; for exauple, a special ized worker: attaohed
40 & “ahachteur™ aomprcssori draws a monthly salary of
about 2,500 Leva (according,to information received. by.our @@

rcs from a friend who worked there) which is a very high
pay in compariaon with those of otlier industrisl or—ordin-
‘ary workers,’ Normally, an ordinary'worker at the same.
" 'mines draws about 1,506 Leva a month which is also very
i muoh mors that enother ordinary worker ds paid.-, :

: Our: aource heard from another friend thatfthaf &
ATZ (azototorovzavod) fertilizer factory in DIMITROVGRAD -
is producing less and less chemical fertilizer and is 51 e
ing priority to the production of explosives and other war
materinl, It is a fact, 80 our source adds, that Bulgaria '
needs 1large quentities of fertilizer and that it is not
only not being distributed to the peaaanta, but: that it
cannot even be found at all.
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