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USSR - CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR POWER PLANT TO BE PHASED 0UT

WASHINGTON, MARCH 3 (SPECIAL) - THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY MICHAEL
PARKS AND CHARLES P. WALLACE APPEARS TODAY IN THE LOS5 ANGELES TIMES:

MOSCOW - THE CHERNOBYL ATOMIC ENERGY STATION, THE SITE OF THE
WORLD'S MOST SERIQUS NUCLEAR ACCIDENT, WILL BE PHASED OUT OF
OPERATION OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS AND THEN PERMANENTLY CLOSED UNDER
A DECISION ANNOUNCED FRIDAY BY AUTHORITIES IN THE UKRAINE, ONE OF THE
SOVIET UNION'S CONSTITUENT REPUBLICS.

THE UKRAINIAN SUPREME SOVIET, THE REPUBLIC'S LEGISLATURE, ALSO
ORDERED THE GOVERNMENT TO "DECIDE ON THE STOPPAGE OF FURTHER
DEVELOPMENT OF ADDITIONAL NUCLEAR POWER STATIONS" IN THE UKRAINE
ACCORDING TO AN ANNOUNCEMENT PUBLISHED ON THE FRONT PAGE OF LocALl
UKRAINIAN NEWSPAPERS FRIDAY.

THE TWO MEASURES, ANNOUNCED TWO DAYS BEFORE HOTLY CONTESTED
REPUBLICWIDE AND LOCAL ELECTIONS, APPEAR INTENDED TO END THE LONG AND
BITTER CONTROVERSY IN THE UKRAINE OVER NUCLEAR POWER THAT FOLLOWED ‘
XgEIEXQEOS}ggéﬁND FIRE AT ONE OF CHERNOBYL'S FOUR NUCLEAR REACTORS ON

ALTHOUGH THAT REACTOR WAS ENTOMBED IN CONCRETE AND STEEL AND THE
REST OF THE PLANT WAS EQUIPPED WITH BETTER CONTROL SYSTEMS TO IMPROVE
ITS SAFETY, UKRAINIAN NATIONALIST AND ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS HAVE
CAMPAIGNED HARD FOR THE COMPLETE AND IMMEDIATE CLOSURE OF THE WHOLE
EEEE#?%;E COMPLEX. THEY HAVE MADE THIS A MAJOR ISSUE IN SUNDAY'S

UNTIL NOW, THE UKRAINIAN GOVERNMENT HAD OPPOSED SUCH A MOVE,
ARGUING THAT THE CHERNOBYL COMPLEX, WHICH IS JUST 60 MILES NORTH OF
THE UKRAINIAN CAPITAL OF KIEV, HAS BEEN MADE SAFE. CLOSING IT, THE
AUTHORITIES WARNED, WOULD CAUSE SEVERE POWER SHORTABES IN THE
REPUBLIC AND VIOLATE AGREEMENTS TO SUPPLY NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES IN
EASTERN EUROPE WITH ELECTRICAL POWER.

SOVIET OFFICIALS HAVE LAMENTED AND EVEN MOCKED THE "NUCLEAR
PHOBIA" THAT FOLLOWED CHERNOBYL AND CALLED FOR A "RATIONAL APPROACH"
10 ATOMIC POWER. BUT RUKH, THE UKRAINIAN NATIONALIST MOVEMENT, AND
GREEN WORLD, AN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION GROUP, HAVE PRESSED
COMHUNIST PARTY CANDIDATES HARD ON THE ISSUE, PUTTING THEM ON THE
DEFENSIVE IN SUNDAY'S ELECTION.

THIRTY-ONE PEOPLE WERE KILLED IN THE 1986 EXPLOSION AND FIRE AT
CHERNOBYL , ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL FIGURES, AND ABOUT 200 PEOPLE
DEVELOPED SERIOUS RADIATION SICKNESS.

SOVIET AUTHORITIES IN BOTH THE UKRAINE AND THE NEIGHBORING SOVIET
REPUBLIC OF BYELORUSSIA ARE STILL COPING WITH THE AFTERMATH OF THE
DISASTER. HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF RESIDENTS ARE BEING MOVED OUT OF
CONTAMINATED AREAS, SCORES OF VILLAGES ARE BEING ABANDONED AND
BYELORUSSIA HAS LOST 20 PERCENT OF ITS FARMLAND.

THE BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENT FRIDAY S5AID THAT THE UKRAINIAN GOVERNMENT
WAS ORDERED BY THE REPUBLIC'S LEGISLATURE TO WORK OUT A PROGRAM WITH
THE NATIONAL MINISTRY OF NUCLEAR POWER ENGINEERING THAT WILL LEAD TO
THE STATION'S COMPLETE CLOSURE BY 1995. THE POWERS OF THE UKRAINE'S
BOVERNMENT ARE BEING INCREASED UNDER THE CONTINUING POLITICAL AND
ECONOMIC DECENTRALIZATION OF THE SOVIET UNION.

THE DECISION IS CERTAIN TO DRAW STRONG SUPPORT IN THE CONGRESS OF
PEOPLE'S DEPUTIES, THE NATIONAL PARLIAMENT, WHERE MEMBERS HAVE URGED
THE CENTRAL BOVERNMENT TO SHUT CHERNOBYL AND TO RECONSIDER THE
COUNTRY'S WHOLE NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAM.

THE UKRAINIAN DECISION FOLLOWS A SIMILAR MOVE LAST YEAR IN THE
SOUTHERN REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA TO CLOSE AN ATOMIC ENERGY PLANT THERE.
PROTESTERS SAID THE PLANT WAS SITUATED IN A SEISMIC AREA AND A THREAT
TO YEREVAN, THE ARMENIAN CAPITAL. (PTO)






