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- BOVIETS TO PHASE OUT CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

WASHINGTON, MAR. 4 (SPECIAL) - THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY DAVID
REMNICK APPEARS TODAY IN THE WASHINETON POST:

HOSCOW - THE CHERNOBYL ATOMIC ENERGY STATION, WHERE AN EXPLOSION
AND FIRE IN APRIL 1986 LED TO THE WORLD'S WORST NUCLEAR ACCIDENT
WILL BE PHASED OUT OF OPERATION OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS AND THEN
CLOSED COMPLETELY, THE BOVERNMENT OF THE UKRAINE HAS ANNOUNCED.

IN & RESOLUTION PUBLISHED IN THE REPUBLIC'S OFFICIAL PRESS, THE
UKRAINIAN SUPREME SOVIET ALSO SAID IT WOULD STOP BUILDING ATOMiC
POWER PLANTS. IT IS UNCLEAR, HOWEVER, WHETHER THE UKRAINIAN
LEGISLATURE HAS FINAL -AUTHORITY OVER' THE CHERNOBYL PLANT.

IN THE PAST, MOSCOW HAS HAD FINAL SAY OVER SUCH DECISIONS BUT, AS
POWER CONTINUES TO SHIFT GRADUALLY FROM THE KREMLIN TO THE
LEGISLATURES OF THE REPUBLICS, MANY PEOPLE IN KIEV, THE UKRAINIAN
ggz%g?hﬁ g%k&EVE THAT MOSCON WILL LET THE UKRAINIAN SUPREME SOVIET'S

THE CHERNOBYL: ACCIDENT, WHICH LED TO AT LEAST 31 DEATHS AND
HUNDREDS OF CASES OF RaDIATION SICKNESS, REMAINS A POWERFUL ISSUE IN
THE UKRAINE AND BYELORUSSIA AND HAS BEEN ONE OF THE MAIN CAMPAIGN
ISSUES IN SUNDAY'S LOCAL ELECTIONS. CANDIDATES FROM THE INDEPENDENT
EROUP RUKH AND THE ECOLOBICAL BROUP GREEN WORLD HAVE MADE CHERNOBYL,
WHERE THREE OF THE FOUR REACTORS STILL ARE IN OPERATION, A TARGET IN
THEIR SPEECHES AND LEAFLETS. .

LEGISLATORS SUCH AS NOVELIST ALES ADAMOVICH AND JOURNALIST YURI
SHCHERBAK MAINTAIN THAT OFFICIALS HAVE CONSPIRED SINCE 1986 IN A
"MASSIVE COVERUP,"™ HIDING EVIDENCE FROM THE LOCAL POPULATION THAT
RADIATION LEVELS CONTINUE TO REMAIN HIGH IN HEAVILY POPULATED AREAS
SUCH AS GOMEL AND ZHITOMIR. THEY SAY THAT ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN
EFFORTS TO "ENTOMB" DAMAGED REACTOR NO. 4 WITH CONCRETE, THE OTHER
REACTORS ON THE CHERNOBYL SITE ALS0 ARE DANGEROUS, DESPITE RECENT
DESIGN IMPROVEMENTS. :

COLLECTIVE-FARM DIRECTORS IN REGIONS WHERE THE RADIATION WAS
WORST HAVE REPORTED THAT AN UNUSUAL NUMBER OF FARM ANIMALS HAVE BEEN
BORN DEAD AND DEFORMED. ADAMOVICH SAID THAT AT LEAST 20 PERCENT OF
BYELORUSSIA'S ARABLE FARMLAND WAS MADE UNUSABLE, AND THAT FARM
ANIMALS ARE OFTEN FED FODDER WITH HIGH RADIATION LEVELS. MANY
CHILDREN IN THE REGION HAVE REPORTED HEADACHES, THYROID PROBLEMS AND
OTHER ILLNESSES.

THE DESIGNER OF THE CHERNOBYL-MODEL REACTOR, ANATOLI ALEXANDROV,
RECENTLY MOCKED REPORTS OF HIGH RADIATION READINGS ON COLLECTIVE
FARMS THROUGHOUT THE REGION WEST OF CHERNOBYL AS "FOLLY, JUST
RADIOPHOBIA." ALEXANDROV, ONE OF THE MOST HIGHLY DECORATED SCIENTISTS
IN THE COUNTRY, ONCE WROTE IN THE LEONID BREZHNEV ERA THAT
CHERNOBYL-STYLE REACTORS SHOULD BE BUILT CLOSE TO HEAVILY POPULATED
AREAS S0 THAT THEY COULD RELIEVE HEATING SHORTABES IN WINTER. :

SHCHERBAK, AUTHOR OF A HISTORY OF THE ACCIDENT, SAID ALEXANDROV
SHOULD HAVE BEEN PROSECUTED. SHCHERBAK HAS CAMPAIGNED IN THE CONGRESS
OF PEQOPLE'S DEPUTIES FOR THE KREMLIN TO SPEND MORE MONEY TO RELOCATE
FARM FAMILIES FROM AREAS SUCH AS THE NARODICHI REGION OF BYELORUSSIA
aggﬂgthO”lR IN THE UKRAINE WHERE RADIATION LEVELS REMAIN HIGHER THAN

UNTIL NOW, AUTHORITIES IN MOSCOW AND THE UKRAINE HAVE RESISTED
CLOSING THE CHERNOBYL STATION, SAYING IT WOULD CAUSE ENERGY SHORTAGES
IN THE REGION AND WOULD LEAD TO THE FAILURE TO FULFILL CONTRACTS FOR
POWER FROM EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES.

THE SOVIET UNION, UNDER PRESSURE FROM THE GROWING ENVIRONMENTAL
MOVEMENT HERE, HAS SHUT DOWN NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS IN ARMENIA, THE
CRIMEA AND SOME RUSSIAN CITIES. THE GOVERNMENT ALSO HAS SAID IT WOULD
TRY TO MAKE SURE THAT ANY FUTURE PROJECTS ARE BUILT IN REMOTE AREAS
AND USE THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY RATHER THAN OUTMODED DESIGNS LIKE THE
CHERNOBYL REACTOR. (PTO)
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USSR ~ (1) SOVIETS TO PHASE ouT CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR POWER PLANT -

JUST &0 MILES FROM KIEV CHERNOBYL IS A GHOST TOWN, FENCED OFF
FROM THE WORLD. DOZENS OF APARTMENT BUILDINGS IN THE VILLAGE oF
PRIPYAT ARE EMPTY, AND *HOT*® ABANDONED TRUCKS AND RAILROAD CARS STAND
AT ROADSIDES AWAITING BURIAL. WORKERS IN "THE ZONE" WEAR SPECIAL
CLOTHES, LIVE IN BPECIALLY CLEANED DORMITORIES AND ARE SHUTTLED IN
2ND OUT OF THE REGION EVERY TWO WEEKS TO AVOID ACCUMULATING TOO MUCH

ADIATION.

SHUTTING DOWN THE CHERNOBYL STATION WILL NOT ENTIRELY SOLVE THE
PROBLEM. YURI SOLEMENKO, AN OFFICIAL FOR THE CLEAN-UP EFFORT TOLD A
REPORTER ON A RECENT TRIP TO CHERNOBYL THAT MAKINE A CONCRETE
- SARCOPHAGUS OF THE DAMAGED REACTOR IS "ONLY A TEMPORARY SOLUTION" AND
THAT ENGINEERS MUST FIND A SAFE WAY OF EXTRACTING THE RADIOACTIVE
MATERIALS FROM THE CORE. SOLEMENKO BAID THE PROCESS WOULD TAKE A
DECADE AT LEAST. HE SAID THE CONCRETE COULD NOT SAFELY CONTAIN THE
RADIOACTIVE CORE FOR LONGER THAN 25 YEARS. ., PL/SK



