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doctor of biological scien POISK special corre-
spondent Mikhail Dubrovskiy: “The Vorontsov
Defense™; date, place of interview not given; first para-
graph is editorial introduction]

[Text] Our special correspondent Mikhail Dubrovskiy
has talked to the new chairman of the USSR Goskom-
priroda [State Environmental Protection Committee],
the first non-party member minister in the union gov-
ernment, Doctor of Biological Sciences Nikolay
Vorontsov.

[Dubrovskiy] Your position at present resembles very
much the situation in which Leonid Ivanovich Abalkin is
now finding himself. As a major scientist-economist, he
criticized the government on the issues of economic
management extensively and persistently in his time, At
present, he is a member of the government, just as you
are. Now he often draws the fire of criticism himself. Do
you, Nikolay Nikolayevich, find it complicated to be a
captain of this huge committee and map out its strategy
without having experience in this kind of work?

[Vorontsov] The analogy is not very precise. I never
criticized the Goskompriroda for the simple reason that
our paths never crossed from the moment this depart-
ment was born until the time I received the appointment.
For as long as I was an active scientist, not one person
from this organization approached me. This is particu-
larly interesting because I am associated with the issues
of environmental protection not only as a scientist-
zoologist and genetics specialist, but I also belong to
three scientific societies concerned with the issues of
ecology.

[Dubrovskiy] Thus far you have a dual personality of a
scientist and an apparatus functionary. Does one inter-
fere with the other? After all, the style of work and the
mentality are different.

[Vorontsov] The Goskompriroda has several different
tasks. As its chairman I should give advice to our
president, prime minister, and the government on the
utilization and protection of nature. Ecological moni-
toring is the second task. However, along with these
everyday tasks, we have to set forth a strategy for
utilizing nature,

What do they usually mean by environmental protection
in our country? Some kind of resuscitation of the envi-
ronment. This is like reducing the entire medical science
to an ambulance service. Isn’t this absurd? However,
these very tasks are usually considered central to envi-
ronmental protection plans. Considerable funds are allo-
cated for these tasks to be accomplished, but they are not
spent. Certainly, we must improve the filters of dust-
scrubbing and gas-filtering equipment and treat waste
waters. However, thus far we have not had the main
point, the ideology of resource husbandry, the definition
of ecological capacity, biospheric and geographic
approaches. We robbed Peter to pay Paul. There is no
argument, we have to do this. However, not Jjust this!
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[Dubrovskiy] Therefore, you are facing the task of devel-
oping a new ideology of the system. Is it clear to you at
present?

[Vorontsov] Yes, in its general outline. First of all, we
should overcome our technocratic attitude toward
nature. Until very recently nature was just one of the
resources for us, and an “inexhaustible” one at that. Say,
there are coal deposits in the Donbass. There are Krivoy
Rog ores nearby. So let us build up the iron and steel
industry there based on the Donetsk coal, regardless of
whether the land and the people will bear it. At present
we have an ecological disaster zone in the southeast of
the Ukraine.

We have dammed the Volga with uncounted GES
[hydroelectric power stations] without making calcula-
tions to any serious extent. Why have not the Americans
undertaken a similar endeavor? It would have been easy
for them to put similar dams across their rivers of the
lowlands, the Mississippi and Missouri. Don’t they need
electricity? Perhaps the point is that in the United States
the land has masters whereas in our country it belongs to
the state—that is, to nobody. Notions such as the eco-
logical capacity of an area were not used at all until
recently! We treated the land without mercy, giving no
thought to the consequences, and in general we were too
late to offer it protection. The measures planned in the
preliminary draft of the long-range program for curing
the ecological situation until 2005 cannot stand up to
any criticism.

Here is an example. The air pollution situation is the
most dangerous in the southeast of the Ukraine. The
situation in Zaporozhye, Dnepropetrovsk, Dneprodz-
erzhinsk, areas of the Donbass, Voroshilovgrad Oblast,
and especially in Mariupol and Krivoy Rog, is cata-
strophic. For example, statistics for Krivoy Rog are as
follows—1,290,000 tons of emissions a year. It was
expected to reduce them to 1 million by 1995, to 800,000
tons by the year 2000, and to 700,000 tons by 2005. This
means that we are planning almost the same level of
gaseous pollution in Krivoy Rog in 2005 that we have in
Mariupol at present—785,000 tons a year! If we cannot
clean up perceptibly the atmosphere of Krivoy Rog it
may, perhaps, be more honest to tell the residents so.
Will we really have to ship in shift labor to the Ukraine?

We must look for a way out of this situation. I talked
about this with First Deputy Chairman of the Ukrainian
Council of Ministers Ye, Kachalovskiy, He listened
politely and responded that this issue can only be
resolved in Moscow. I met with the minister of metal-
lurgy right away, However, he had the plan for 1989 and
1990 on his mind rather than this,

It is necessary to change our thinking. The Goskompr-
iroda has already completed preparing the Environ-
mental Protection Law. It has already been cleared by
the Ministry of Justice, We are now submitting it for the
first inspections to the USSR Council of Ministers and

the Committee for Ecology of the Supreme Soviet. We
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hope that this law will take effect as soon as the end of
next year following a public discussion for which we will
definitely submit it. Do you know what the centerpiece
of the law is? The primacy of ecology over economics, of
the interests of citizens over the interests of departments,
which are frequently passed off as the interests of the
entire people. I would like to emphasize one more
essential provision delineating the rights of the union
and the republics in the sphere of environmental protec-
tion. It provides for setting all-union ceilings for the
concentration of pollutants. A republic may tighten these
standards but cannot liberalize them!

[Dubrovskiy] You would agree that apart from the law
the state committee needs realistic methods of influ-
encing the ministries...

[Vorontsov] To this end, all functions of state moni-
toring of the condition of the environment need to be
transferred to the Goskompriroda, Meanwhile, they still
have not been transferred to us! Of course, the work of
the agrarian complex of the country is impossible
without land registration. However, why does this com-
plex control the condition of the soil rather than us? The
USSR Goskomgidromet [State Committee for Hydrom-
eteorology] headed by the highly-skilled specialist Cor-
responding Member of the USSR Academy of Sciences
Yu. Izrael is not surrendering to us the monitoring
service (condition of the air basin, etc.). Izrael says
approximately the following: You send a request 1o us,
and we will respond...

Here is yet another episode involving the Minrybkhoz
[Ministry of Fishing Industry]. This ministry has had
monstrous violations under its belt since the times of
Minister A. Ishkov. It studies the resources itself using its
institutes, sets its own plan, fishes itself, and monitors
itself. I recall a speech by our leading ichthyologist
Corresponding Member of the USSR Academy of Sci-
ences A, Svetovidov in 1968: “Previously, the Minry-
bkhoz caught the fish of ’school age.” Now they have
finished fishing *day care centers’ and are switching to
fishing ’nurseries.” This kind of “self-monitoring™
makes it possible for the Minrybkhoz leadership to
justify reductions in the grey mullet population in the
Black Sea by the ecological situation which is deterio-
rating there. Indeed, it is alarming, but rapacious over-
fishing is the main reason. After all, the fish resources
have been depleted catastrophically due to overfishing
even in the Barents Sea, where the environmental-
protection situation is much better, Where have the cod,
capelin, halibut, and navaga gone?

[Dubrovskiy] However, along with the “ordinary” orga-
nizations which you have to monitor there is also an
“‘extraordinary™ one. I mean the military. It is exempt
from control to this day.

[Vorontsov] The previous special position of the Min-
istry of Defense will certainly change in the new political
and international environment. The situation is quite
absurd. Any military facility of any consequence is
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visible from the satellites. It is necessary to release and
strictly delineate geographically all locations of previous
nuclear explosions on the ground and in the atmosphere
and the dynamics of radioactivity changes in order to
site enterprises rationally and guarantee the safety of the
populace. We are forced to use the data of foreign
scientists; meanwhile, we are interested primarily in the
Trans-Volga area, Kazakhstan, and Novaya Zemlya.
While not justifying the experimental explosions of
nuclear weapons (my article “On the Biological Influ-
ence of Nuclear Explosions™ was published in LENIN-
GRADSKAYA PRAVDA as long ago as 1957!), 1 should
note that the radioactive effect of the Chernobyl explo-
sion has exceeded many times over the effect of all
detonations of nuclear weapons combined. The Ministry
of Defense was not to blame for the Chernobyl catas-
trophe. Moreover, it was exactly the army, the soldiers
and officers that had to do the most difficult part of the
job while cleaning up after the accident.

Going back to the Armed Forces and environmental
protection, at present our Vladivostok Division is forced
to engage in “military operations” against the Red-
Banner Pacific Fleet and its commander personally.
Over there, they have collected a lot of material on the
oil pollution of the sea and on dumping by the ships at
sea. Apparently, everybody is on our side—the kray
party committee and the kray executive committee,
However, the commander of the Red-Banner Pacific
Fleet does not take orders from anyone. I have sent a
letter to the minister of defense. We are waiting for a
response and, mainly, for results. After all, it is the same
nature for both the civilians and the military,

[Dubrovskiy] Do you see a realistic way to make the
Goskompriroda independent of the ministries?

[Vorontsov] There has been much talk about the pre-
sumed need to make the Goskompriroda chairman a
deputy chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers and
then, supposedly, all problems will take care of them-
selves. Incidentally, Academician A. Yanshin wrote
about this in POISK, and a couple days ago the writer S,
Zalygin wrote this in PRAVDA. However, what will it do
for us? Frankly, I am a quite inexperienced minister, So,
should I become an even more inexperienced deputy
chairman of the Council of Ministers? As it were,
Nikolay Ivanovich Ryzhkov already has 12 deputies. I
do not think it is feasible to become the 13th deputy. He
simply will not have time for me, Personally, I have six
deputies of my own, and I do not get to see some of them
for a week at a time. No, it is better to remain under the
supervision of V. Doguzhiyev, deputy prime minister for
emergencies. “Only” four committees, including ours,
report to him. It is easier that way, after all.

Certainly, the operation of the Goskompriroda should
ideally be absolutely autonomous. However, this has vet
to be ensured, despite the existing resolution of the
CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of
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[Dubrovskiy] It appears to me that strict environmental
protection legislation could solve many of your prob.
lems. It would give the committee powerful economic
levers. Our scientist—ecologists have long been talking
about implemenring the principle “he who pollutes
Pays” in our economy. It has long been doing the job
efficiently in Western countries,

[Voromsov] It will be in effect in our country as well
from 1991 on Fees are envisaged for the “standard”
environmental pollution, as wel] as fines for above-
the-norm emissions which jt has been resolved to impose
on enterprises polluting the environment. How to use the
tremendous funds paid in to us js another issue. | am
convinced that they should be used not only to finance
the monitoring, improve ecologically pure technologies,
and cure the situation in various troubled areas of the
country. Along with this, they should be used for

way around. However, it would be naive 1o expect quick
results,

[Dubrovskiy] The Goskompriroda was set up at the time
the staff of other departments was cut. It is not surprising
that many apparatchiks rather than ecological specialists
ended up in jt, Are you concerned about jt?

rial work, in the departmental tug-of-war, This s why I
will need ajds and advisers from the ranks of the appa-
ratus for as long as the current state structure exists, |

I do not think that “apparatchik” is a foul word. The
issue should be raised in a slightly different manner:
Employees should bring real benefits to the cause they
serve. If they think that theirs are cushy jobs, if they are
going to BO easy on their former colleagues, if ap enter-

I am not g0ing to recruit staff on the basis of question-
naire particulars, I recently met the chairman of our
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Kamchatka Division. He is a man whose heart js in his
Jjob. I am not oing to look into his file in the personnel
department in order to find oyt whether he s a scientist

Or an apparatchik.

Who do we need?
Geobotam'sts, soil scientists, Beographers, zoologists,
geologists, marine biologists, €conomists, lawyers, spe-
cialists on subsurface water Protection, electrical engi-
neers, nuclear scientists, production engineers... Per.
haps, I forgot some group. We expect 1o set up a
scientiﬁc-technical council of the Goskompriroda with
their Participation and draft to it our most knowledge-
able scientists, and not just one or two but a Iot of them,

[Dubrovslu'y] Won't this be an excessively cumbersome .
structure?

[Vorontsov) Look at the tasks we are facing! Let us, for
example, take the ecological mapping of territories,
which thus far vinual}y has not been done in oy

of our country that wil] reflect all of iig resources, the
methods of thejr utilization, as wel] as all enterprises, It

important to know which eXxact resources the plants and
factories use, whether they harm nature, and what the
migration of emissions through the hydrological and soil
systems is..

It has become somewhat easier since republic and oblast
environmental protection committees were created,
They have Jjust started their operation. We wil] also set
up such councils there, However, we are running into
difficulties that are hard to overcome. For example,
major centers such as Moscow, Kiev, Leningrad, Riga,



116 NATIONAL AFFAIRS

Tallinn, Sverdlovsk, Novosibirsk, Irkutsk, and Vladi-
vostok have extensive scientific potential. What about
Tyumen Oblast, however? The territory is tremendous,
pollution is monstrous, but the scientific resources are
insignificant.

[Dubrovskiy] Do you fear that in light of the current
complicated ethnic problems the republic committees

[Vorontsov] This is a quite probable danger. Let us say
one republic cuts over its runoff-retaining forests adja-
cent to the border and mudflows hit another repubilic,

11 takes up the arain € SW. "
of the Ukraine and the Baltic area will be deprived of
their water balance.,

Here is a more specific example. By now B ia has
lost about a quarter of the arable lang ﬁuc ) %Eemoﬁﬂ.

Iagree thata republic should have sovereign rights to the
soil, and to a considerable degree to the forests. How-
ever, when it comes to the runoff-retaining function of
forests, I begin to think hard. What about such rights
with regard to rivers?

It is logical for Latvia, for example, to have the entire
Lielupe River, which begins and ends in its territory.
However, when they tell me that it should have the same
rights to the Daugava, which they call Zapadnaya Dvina
in the other republic, I begin to have doubts.

Indeed, we have set up republic environmental protec-
tion committees, Interregional, interrepublic groups of
specialists at the USSR Goskompriroda come next. We
have no right to disperse information. It is our respon-
sibility to know the situation as a whole and have an
opportunity to influence it. For example, let there be a
group of experts who know everything on the Baltic Sea
region, which includes all of the Baltic area, some of
Leningrad Oblast, Karelia, Belorussia, Kaliningrad
Oblast, and some of the Upper Volga Basin. If we do not
set up this group, what are we to do: Solicit information
from each region on the situation they have? As a result,
we will have to piece together a huge mosaic with
uncertain results,

[Dubrovskiy] Sometimes one gets the impression that
our ecological troubles are not associated with the eco-

a person who was not taught the fundamentals of eco-
logical awareness in his time,

[Vorontsov] You are right. Comprehensive ecological
education is necessary. A course of ecological basics in

offered in colleges, in absolutely all of them. The curric-
ulum has to be different—one kind in a petroleum
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industry college, another in an agricultural one, and yet
another in a teacher’s college. However, they will not
produce the desired effect if they are not preceded by a
general biology course. After all, no college in our
country offers a course on the strength of materials
without physics and mathematics! This is what we are
going to settle with the Chairman of the USSR State
Comnmittee for Education G. Yagodin,

[Dubrovskiy] However, you also had another option—
not to accept the government offer. Incidentally, this is
what several major scientists who received such offers
did. Meanwhile, you agreed. Why?

[Voron tsov] I don't know. Why did I fight Lysenkoism in
my time, though I could work in my profession as a
zoologist rather than a genetics specialist? Because |
could not do otherwise. It was my habit of getting
involved in a fight, though, frankly, I do not like fighting
much. However, I cannot stand by and watch when four
people attack one..,

I agreed because I felt ashamed for our great country,

Baklanov on Defense Sector Conversion

PM1312104589 Moscow PRAVDA in Russian
9 Dec 89 Second Edition p 3

[Interview with CPSU Central Committee Secretary
O.D. Baklanov by A. Pokrovskiy: “Everything Begins
With Man™: date, place of interview not specified)

[Text] [Pokrovskiy] Oleg Dmitriyevich, there is probably
no one in our country who does not pin great hopes on
the results of the perestroyka processes in our economic
organism. However, the following attitude to renewal

[Baklanov] And we can sit back and relax? In my
opinion, this is precisely the most problematic posture.-
After all, if you adopt it, it means You are out of the



