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WASHINGTON, APRIL 27 (SPECIAL) - THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY
ELIZABETH SHOGREN APPEARS TODAY IN THE WASHINGTON POST:

CHUDYANY, U.S.5.R.-ON THE FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CHERNOBYL
NUCLEAR DISASTER, THIS LOG CAEIN VILLAGE IN EASTERN BYELORUSSIA IS 4
GHOST TOWN. EVEN THE BIRDS HAVE BONE.

JUST A& FEW MONTHS AGO, THE VILLAGE WAS FULL OF PEOPLE, ALTHOUGH
IT HAD BEEN HIT BY THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF RADIATION OUTSIDE THE
IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF THE UKRAINIAN TOWN OF CHERNOBYL. BUT, BECAUSE
CHUDYANY LIES 200 MILES FROM THE SCENE OF THE WORLD'S WORST NUCLEAR
ACCIDENT, NOBODY WAS EVACUATED. THE SCHOOL KEPT FUNCTIONING AND
PEOPLE CONTINUED TO EAT LOCALLY GROWN PRODUCE.

THE BELATED EVACUATION OF CHUDYANY REFLECTS THE CHANGING THEORIES
OF SOVIET SCIENTISTS OVER THE AMOUNT OF RADIATION A HUMAN BEING CAN
TOLERATE DURING THE COURSE OF A LIFETIME.

AFTER THE CATASTROPHE IN 1986, SOVIET EXPERTS SAID PEOPLE COULD
SAFELY ABSORB 70 ROENTBENS, THE STANDARD MEASURE OF RADIATION IN A
PERSON’S BODY. BY LAST OCTOBER, BYELORUSSIAN OFFICIALS HAD DECLARED
SEVEN ROENTBENS TO BE THE MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE EXPOSURE. EVACUATION
PLANS WERE DRAWN UP FOR AN ADDITIONAL 100,000 PEOPLE.

"PEOPLE LOST ALL FAITH IN SCIENTISTS, BGOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND
EVEN THEIR DOCTORS, BECAUSE FOUR YEARS HAVE PASSED AND THEY'RE STILL
HERE," SAID VASILY CHIGRYAI, A DOCTOR AT A COLLECTIVE FARM IN
KRASNOPOLE, NOT FAR FROM CHUDYANY.

CHIBRYAI HAS WATCHED HIS PATIENTS BET SICKER AND SICKER DURING
THE PAST FOUR YEARS, WHILE OFFICIALS WAFFLED OVER WHETHER HIS AREA
WAS TOO POLLUTED FOR HUMANS. HIS 11-YEAR-OLD DAUBHTER SUFFERS FROM AN
ENLARGED THYROID, ONE OF THE MOST COMMON AILMENTS OF CHILDREN LIVING
IN CONTAMINATED AREAS.

"WE WILL ALL DIE YOUNB," SAID VERA KHANCHIRINA, 54, WHO WAS
EVACUATED TO A NEWLY BUILT SETTLEMENT A FEW MILES DOWN THE ROAD AT
THE BEGINNING OF THIS YEAR. "HY HEAD HURTS, MY BONES ACHE -
ESPECIALLY IN MY FINGERS AND MY LEGS. MY ABDOMEN HURTS, T0O. DOCTORS
GAY IT MIGHT NOT BE RADIATION, BUT I DIDN'T HAVE THESE PROBLEMS
BEFORE THE ACCIDENT,"™ SHE SAID.

AN ESTIMATED 70 PERCENT OF THE NUCLEAR FALLOUT FROM CHERNOBYL
SCATTERED OVER THE NEIGHBORING REPUBLIC OF BYELORUSSIA, AND
PARTICULARLY ITS SOUTHEASTERN REGIONS OF MOGILEV AND BGOMEL. CHUDYANY
1S ONE OF ONLY TWO VILLAGES IN THE MOGILEV REGION TO HAVE BEEN
RELOCATED SINCE THE MELTDOWN OF REACTOR NO. 4 AT THE CHERNOBYL
NUCLEAR PLANT ON APRIL 26, 1986.

ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL COUNT, 31 PEOPLE WERE KILLED IN THE
ACCIDENT. BUT THE CHERNOBYL UNION, A RECENTLY FORMED PUBLIC
ORGANIZATION THAT BATHERS ITS OWN DATA, SAYS ABOUT 300 DIED IN THE
EXPLOSION AND FIRE AND FROM NUCLEAR FALLOUT.

AROUT 114,000 PEOPLE LIVING WITHIN 19 MILES OF THE REACTOR WERE
RELOCATED SHORTLY AFTER THE DISASTER. BUT SOVIET OFFICIALS - BACKED
BY SCIENTISTS - TOLD OTHER RESIDENTS WHOSE HOMES WERE PEPPERED WITH
RADIOACTIVE PARTICLES THAT THEY COULD LIVE SAFELY AS LONG AS THEY
TOOK PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES, SUCH AS EATING ONLY UNCONTAMINATED FOOD.
WITH THESE WORDS OF REASSURANCE, EVEN PEOPLE WHO INITIALLY FLED THEIR
HOMES IN SOUTHEASTERN BYELORUSSIA RETURNED.

ON WEDNESDAY, THE SUPREME SOVIET PASSED A $26 BILLION PROGRAM TO
RESETTLE UP TO ZﬁD,UDD OF 4N ESTIMATED 4 MILLION PEOPLE LIVING ON
CONTAMINATED LAND. WEDNESDAY NIGHT, ON THE EVE OF THE FOURTH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ACCIDENT, SOVIET TELEVISION BEGAN A 24-HOUR
TELETHON TO RAISE MONEY FOR CHERNOBYL VICTIMS. ORGANIZERS SAID THAT
MORE THAN $110 MILLION WAS RAISED, INCLUDING $4 MILLION IN U.5.
DOLLARS. (PTO)
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DOCTORS WHO STUDY PATIENTS IN THE ZONE SAY THERE ARE DRAMATIC
INCREASES IN ANEMIA, HEART ATTACKS, ENLARGED THYROID GLANDS, SKIN AND
OTHER CANCERS, HISCARRIAGES GENETIC MUTATIONS, BIRTH DEFECTS
GYNECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND BENERAL LOWERING oF IMMUNE SYSTEMS.
CHILDREN AND PREGNANT WOMEN SUFFER MOST. MEDICAL PROBLEMS ARE
AGGRAVATED BECAUSE EXPENSIVE EQUIPMENT FOR DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT 1S
NOT AVAILABLE IN THE REGION AND MUST BE IMPORTED FROM OTHER AREAS.

ONE OF THE BIGGEST PROBLEMS IS STRESS CAUSED BY FEAR OF
RADIATION, WHICH CANNOT BE SEEN, HEARD, TASTED, SHMELLED OR FELT, SAID
MIKHAIL KACHQNOV A LEADING DOCTOR IN THE MOGILEV REGION.

"ALL 1 CAN THINK ABOUT IS RADIATION AND MY FAMILY'S HEALTH. EACH
DAY 1 TRY TO THINK OF HOW I CAN POSSIBLY BET OUT OF HERE TO SAVE MY
CHILDREN," SAID VALENTINA POCHEKUNA, 35, A WORKER AT THE SAME
COLLECTIVE FARM, WHO HAS TWO YOUNG SONS .

THE LEVEL OF RADIATION AT CHIGRYAI'S COLLECTIVE FARM IS FIVE
TIMES THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE ACCORDING TO THE REPUBLIC'S CURRENT
STANDARD. DESPITE THE RESETTLEMENT POLICY, THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET
RELOCATED ANY FAMILIES FROM KRASNOPOLE. MANY PEOPLE - ESPECIALLY
TEACHERS, DOCTORS AND OTHER SPECIALISTS - HAVE LEFT ON THEIR OWN. BUT
THOUSANDS OF OTHERS ARE STUCK WAITING WHILE THE GOVERNMENT BUILDS A
NEW COLLECTIVE FARM IN A CLEAN REGION.

"WE NEED IT TODAY. WE CAN'T LIVE THIS WAY ANY LONGER. WE DON'T
HAVE ANY TEACHERS, THERE'S NO ONE TO WORK IN OUR STORES. OUR CHILDREN
LIVE AS THOUBH THEY ARE LIVING IN A PRISON. THEY CAN NEVER GO OUTSIDE
TO PLAY. WE KNOW IT'S IMPOSSIELE TO KEEP LIVING HERE. BUT WE KEEP
LIVING HERE BECAUSE THERE'S NO PLACE FOR US TO 60," SAID CHIGRYAI,

HIS VOICE QUAKING WITH EMOTION.

IT 1S VERY DIFFICULT FOR CHERNOBYL VICTIMS TO RELOCATE WITHOUT
GOVERNMENT HELP, BOTH BECAUSE OF AN ACUTE NATIONWIDE HOUSING SHORTAGE
?QEMBECAUSE PEOPLE IN OTHER REGIONS FEAR THEY BRING RADIATION WITH

LIVING IN THE ZONE IS WORSE THAN BEING IN PRISON, RESIDENTS SAY,
THE GOVERNMENT TELLS THEM NOT TO GO INTO THE FORESTS PICK BERRIES OR

MUSHROOMS, SWIM, FISH OR EAT THE FOOD THEY GROW IN THEIR OMWN
GARDENS. BUT PEOPLE LIVING IN AFFECTED AREAS ACKNOWLEDGE THEY CANNOT
KEEP TO THIS IDEAL.

"OF COURSE WE EAT OUR OWN VEBETABLES. 1 STILL PICK BERRIES AND
MUSHROOMS IN THE FOREST FOR MYSELF AND MY CHILDREN," SAID LENA
LUKASHENKO, 32, A FARM WORKER WHO LIVES AT ANOTHER "CONTAMINATED
COLLECTIVE FARM IN THE MOGILEV REGION. "THEY SAY THE KIDS SHOULDN'T
SWIM, BUT KIDS ARE KIDS AND OF COURSE THEY SWIM.™"

CHILDREN IN THE ZONE ARE TAKEN AWAY FROM THE AREA, AND THEIR
PARENTS, DURING SCHOOL VACATIONS. PEOPLE ARE EVEN AFRAID TO HAVE
CHILDREN 50 ABORTIONS ARE ON THE RISE BECAUSE THERE IS5 A SHORTAGE OF
BIRTH CONTROL,

"HOW CAN THEY LIVE WHERE IT'S FORBIDDEN OR AT LEAST DISCOURAGED
T0 MAKE LOVE AND GIVE BIRTH?" SAID VASILY LEONOV, FIRST SECRETARY OF
MOGILEV'S REGIONAL COMMUNIST PARTY.

LEONOV AND OTHER BYELORUSSIAN OFFICIALS AND SCIENTISTS DISAGREE
WITH SOME OF THEIR COUNTERPARTS IN MOSCOW WHO STILL CLAIM PEOPLE CAN
LIVE IN AREAS WITH RADIATION LEVELS UP TO 40 CURIES PER SGUARE
KILOMETER. A CURIE IS5 THE MEASURE OF RADIATION IN THE ENVIRONMENT.
THE NEW BYELORUSSIAN POLICY SAYS PEOPLE SHOULD BE RELOCATED FROM
AREAS WITH RADIATION LEVELS OF MORE THAN 15 CURIES PER SGUARE
KILOMETER OR WHERE THEY CANNOT LIVE NORMAL LIVES. IT IS DANGEROUS TO
FARM AREAS WITH MORE THAN 5 CURIES PER SQUARE KILOMETER.

CONTINUING THE PROGRAMS NECESSARY TO PROTECT PEOPLE IN RADIATED
ZONES OVER THE 28-YEAR HALF-LIFE OF CESIUM-137 WOULD BE TWICE AS
EXPENSIVE A5 MOVING THEM OUT, LEONOV SAID.

THE RESETTLEMENT EFFORT 15 PROCEEDING SLOWLY BECAUSE OF SHORTABES
IN BUILDING MATERIALS AND THE PLODDING PACE OF THE WORKERS. OFFICIALS
IN THE MOGILEV REGION SAY 5,500 PEOPLE WILL BE RELOCATED FROM 47

VILLABGES THIS YEAR. (PTO)
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EVEN IF THE GOAL 1S5 MET, IT WILL ONLY SUCCEED 1IN TRANSPLANTING
ABOUT HALF OF THE PEOPLE FROM AREAS CONTAMINATED WITH AT LEAST 40
CURIES PER SQUARE KILOMETER AND LEAVING TENS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
IN LESS CONTAMINATED BUT STILL HAZARDOUS AREAS.

MANY DOUBT THE BOVERNMENT CAN MEET ITS GOAL. IT HAS NOT COMPLETED
ANY HOMES AT THE SITE CHOSEN FOR TOTAL RESETTLEMENT OF KRASNOPOLE.
KATYA GORBACHEVA, 42, AND HER HUSBAND, NIKOLAI BORBACHEY, 40, WHO 1S
NOT RELATED TO THE SOVIET PRESIDENT, ALREADY HAVE MOVED T0 THE NEW
AREA, CALLED THE DRIBINKSY DISTRICT.

"THE BUILDING 15 GOING VERY SLOWLY," GORBACHEVA SAID. "WE NEED
THOUSANDS OF HOMES, AND LOOK HOW FEW ARE BUILT." SHE POINTED TO A
CLUSTER OF SMALL HOUSES BUILT BY WORKERS FROM THE COLLECTIVE FARM,
NOT THE GOVERNMENT.

HER FAMILY DID NOT LEAVE EARLIER, SHE SAYS, PARTIALLY BECAUSE
COMMUNIST PARTY OFFICIALS THREATENED TO STRIP PARTY MEMBERSHIP FROM
THOSE WHO LEFT.

VIKTOR BUSHCHA MOVED RECENTLY FROM KRASNOPOLE TO ORGANIZE THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW SETTLEMENT, BUT HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN ARE
STILL IN THE ZONE.

"BY THE THIRD DAY, I WAS ALREADY SLEEPING BETTER. IT'S SUCH A
PSYCHOLOGICAL STRESS TO LIVE WHERE THE RIVERS, FORESTS AND EVEN YOUR
OWN GARDEN ARE OFF BOUNDS. ONCE YOU LEAVE, YOU IMMEDIATELY FEEL
BETTER," SAID GUSHCHA, THE NEW FIRST SECRETARY OF THE REGIONAL
COMMUNIST PARTY COMMITTEE IN DRIBINSKY.

DESPITE THE HOPE THE NEW CONSTRUCTION BRINGS, THERE IS AN
UNDERLYING FEAR THAT THE DAMAGE ALREADY HAS BEEN DONE TO THE HEALTH
OF THE PEOPLE SLATED TO MOVE IN.

"MY BIGGEST FEAR IS THAT THIS NEW SETTLEMENT WILL BECOME ONE
LARGE HOSPITAL," GUSHCHA SAID. KR/



