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''This week 35 nations met to review the 1975

/? 7o L
E/W == SILENCE IS COMPLICITY, VOLODYA

‘\Lch-\r

‘~

[ SN

LLL;. }7' Py L~L_

ST

- L

hAM.(«, -

@

Munich, Nov 13 (CND) -~ the following article appeared in
The Guardian. Rov 13, 1980

“t Helsinki accord which deals in part with

 scientific cooperation. JOHN CHARAP writes
an open letter to a Soviet colleague at the

;'J ol

~up some. sort of a scheme -

"- London,

DEAR VOLODYA.

It's some time since last .
1 wrote to you, and even .
longer since last I had a
letter from you, I want to

try once again to find a way -
to<revive our attempt to set-

for visitors from Dubna to.
but I think It is
ymportant - that 1 tell . you
frankly what 1 feel are the
problems and difficulties that
may prevent {t from coming |
to fruition. : "
Much has happened in the -
last four yecars since we first.
discussed this durlngi my visit
to Dubna: it is no longer so |
easy to be optimistic about
scientific . collahoration and |
exchange hetween our coun-
tries, and 1 cannot in my own

mind scparate my very warm,

personal regard for you and
my wish to see you again in
London as a guest In my
lahoratory from the broader.,
issues of the rights and free-
doms — and responslbllitles}
— of scientists, Let me “‘try
to explain. ; }
One weckend durlng g

stay in Dubna I went to visit ! advantage of the
.'a_ young :
Moscow. He had worked at-

astrophysicist

the Lebedev Institute, but had
heen dismissed from his job |
as a sclentist and could only
find work privately, teaching *
English, doing some {rans-
lation, ete. You will probahly
have guessed what was his
situation : he had applied for
a visa to emigrate to Isracl.

As 1 was to learn happens
in most of such cases, he had
heen - excluded from your
sclentific community as a
conscquence. It

is nol l

, crime to wish to lcave ones’

country:
claimed

it is a right,
the

pro-

in Universal

- Declaration of Human Rights

which your country like mine :
has signed :- " Everyone has -
the right " to leave * any
country, including his own,

and to return to his c'oqptry.". :

mn

nstltute for Nuclear Research i

My young friend had com-
mitted no crime, nor have the
other “refuseniks"” who wait
year after year for permis-
sion to leave. Yet it is as-

though they had some conta- ;

gious disease, for they are
cut off from any contact with
‘their erstwhile scientific col-
| leagues. " You ~must surely

- know of the seminars held .

"by them in private apart-
ments, brave efforts to keep
- themselves active as scien-
tists, There is nothing illegal
ahout’ thosé meetings. Yet I |
know of only one Soviet
scientist not himself a refu-
senik who has ever attended
one, and he was Andre] Sak-
harov.

Four years ago when 1 was :
in Dubna I recall the slogans
-and exhortations to support
the  Helsinki agreements
i which were given such pro-
minence in the ‘USSR. I'm
sure that you and I agreed
that the emphasis placed on
scientific exchange and co-

operation was:-very wel‘cnme‘#

¢ After “all, rsclentists

were’
among ' the: first r‘to‘b

thaw to huild real
cooperalion and
hetween our ! countries, and
the sense of community and
. common purpose In science
has more than just rhetorical

 meaning. ' * -
,' Scientific cooperation-f

v requires freedom to travel, to

ridges of

—_-a-\

municate, - to read- their
‘11-papers and to have one's own

' papers

. scminated, It seems to e

quite ohvious that alengside

{such provisions there should i the exile to Gorkl of Andrei; ha! ta protest’ at the' treatm

ost-Stalin '

published ' and ' dis-,

"—z":.
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T was not surprised that
fellow scientists like Yuri
Orlov were amongst those to
found the Helsinki Watch
Group in Moscow in 1976.
Nor should you have been

surprised at the shock and °
‘sense of outrage expressed by- .

scientists in the West when
he and others were arrested }'

" the next ycar and sentenced
i,

for those actions.
" Why were so few voices of
protest. heard from within the -

¥ 1'Snvlct Union ? It is painful

f; to ask that question:

!

‘take’ l

friendship

T '

3 ;
{ "meet other scientists, to com- |

f

4

he the other agreements on

, human rights. How can it he
( ‘ohjectionable If  individuals
i'scek to monitor the way that
-International agreements are
in fact fulfilled ? Was it a
crime - to-sget ~up
‘groups to - report on:
" where they were not?

eues

intqrmalh‘

“to me that I find it so hard
why
*should T try so hard not to
embarrass you? [ hope our
{riendship permits me to ask :
ft. iDo you know what has |
hdppcned to Orlov since his
4 arrest 7 He is desneralely ill 4
*and has been again punished’
"with six months In the

*“cooler cell”™ at the lahour

* to work where he is cut o

camp. It is an affront to the’

Helsinki agreements that he
should be in gaol at all:

three scientific papers he has

written since his arrest have-

been confiscated. or that the
scientific papers sent to him
by collcagues In the West
have never reached him 7" Let
" me give you his address.- v
618810 Perm chion. ¢
Chusovskoi, o
Vseviatk Statlan,
Estahlishment VS 389/37.
Perhaps you or some of my.
other friends, at Dubna could
send him some,
papers. It Is-not, lllegll !or
you to do so. .
This January we
agaln outraged, this time hy

Sakharov. You know his wnrlr
as well as I do. I regret that

but-
how do you ‘)uslify that the:

scientifie -

wcre e

Cppa-e)

in the Western press he
‘usually  deseribed  as (b
father of the Soviet H-hom
But particle physicists ik

you and me¢ know also

the important and excitir
viork he continues to do ¢
the quark model and on th
theory of the early univers

you will also understand hu

+ Sheharansky,

" those

codifficult it must he for hi

from his colleagues and h
hooks.

Scientists here In the We
are often unaware of how d
ficult it is for somcone
have accéess to a rescearn
establishment or universi
building in the USSR; b
you will know that Sakhar
is not permilted access to ar
of the scientific libraries
Gorki. His address Is:
Gorkl, Sherhinka-2,

Gagarin Strect, 214, Apt 3.

He would also welcome |
prints and papers,

In your library at Dul
vou can read journals ]
Nature and Physics Toda
hope that you have scen
“articles in them which ref
the world-wide reaction
the imprisonment of Or!
of computer scientist Anat
the cxile
Sakharov and the: continu
“refusal of visas to scores
scientists who are not p
tical dissidents, but sim
wish to live elsewhere. Or
pages missing: “f1

* your lihrary copies ?

Did you know that 8,
scientists have pledged th
cstlves not to visit the So
Union nor to welcome So
seientists to thelf laborator
Sakharov,

of Qrluv

Sheharansky 7 Did you ki
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,‘ that 250-Fellows of the Royal

Socicty tingned a statement *

b (published in-the Times on

Nmrmherv!) ‘to’ protestTthe -

treaiment of Jewish * yefu-&)

scni,ks“' 7. l,These ' are *'nnt
coldvvalri nrs, thése: are }

3 u:lenlts; he have worked ;
lon ard to improve
re“lag mn dtween our .coun-

trie uBu ilence is compli--

%’my ‘and Mhliman rights are

(8

* o+ cluding~paper: at the High

. my concern, and yours {oo.
You prohably know what
happened -last. suminer at
- Madison, Wisconsin. The con-

T Energy - Physics: -Conference .+

'

1!
: cals. . make

there @as to-nave heemr glven*

\J Lev Okun. He had a visa,:

alrlme ticKeld, ' hotel fesdrva- &

tions, Yot e wad Kot allowed

o board . tho p]a tH‘
oscow, Jrraftrey  baRh
Why? he'Héldhkﬂagree-

. Irequcntl,,

reference to- facilitating par-:
ticipation by scientists in con-

. ferences, ele. And the Inlnr-i.-

natlonal Union of Pure and’

© Applied . Physics as well asj

its parent hody, the Inlerna-i
tional Conference of Scien-:
tific  Unions, <have argued
that countries which restrict
their scientists from attend-
ing such mectings should not)
hr' chosen o host them. Do!
.,',ou think the. 41984 con-;
ference should be held in the
Soviet Union?

I didn't really mcan {o gu[
on 2t such length and on S0}
many issues. But T hope 30111
understand 2 little  helter
why it was that when 1 wrote,
to you last just after Sak-'
harov's exile | saxd “T am
cad that in present circum-
_stances I consider it, would
"not bhe appropriate, to try to
“get . an extension™ to the

- offer 1 held from pur Science
“Research Council 'of funds toy
pay for visitors: frnm Dubnaj
to London, l

Let- me remind you -that
1 received the offer of the,
grant {rom the SRC in thej
summer of 1977 and that for
two years | tried to reachi
_sgreement on who should be:
“allowed to come, 1 know that

: permission to travel ahroad;
is a much-prized- reward :m
. the Soviet Umon mayhe the;
difficulty wag that I didn’ l[
leave the, nhml:F entlrcly up
"to you. ' 7 l

And when we did agree a
list of sugpestiong 1 was told,
" the visitg of sur renjor phy.’
veiests - L L0 have - been  sn,
wlightly scheduied . that
runfortunately we are unahle

to_propose any Aames for
y visiting your Ln]logn " ]
« Tell me 'Volodya, wha

.makes it “so. difficult’ for us

“scientists to work together ?

I would still like to invite
vou to come here. [ hav

heard indirectly that you

colleague Viktor may he visits
ing London next Aucust, and

I would suggest that you
. come some lime after hig
visit. Qur term begins in
Octoher and my studentd

& would welcome ‘the oppori

some of the things 1 hav
written ahout.

* T must make one furtheg
imposition on our (riendshin,
Because I helieve that it ig

Byshameful that the issues

knhrout which 1 have written
should . he “discussed only 12

rivacy. I -have taken

g- diberty. of p-uhmhlng thls
“letter’, In 4 London news-
paper, Thete is nothing to
fear! it would have been -
read hefore it reached yoy
anyway.

My mosl sincere g00

_ wishes.. ~/

“tunity to discuss with }nl+

I’rojc!sor Jnhn (‘hnrnp i!l
head ofy the Depariment of} -
p Physics" nt Quean Mary Col-‘
" lege, University of London.
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