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RUSS -- SOVIETS DIG CANAL WITH WUCLEAR LXPLOSIVES i

BY .VLADIMIR GEDILAGKINE! /¢

PARIS, NOVU. 6 (AFP)=-=SOVIET SCIENTISTS HAVE JUST COMPLETED A} IKI

Lo

SURVEY DIGGING A CANAL WITH NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVES. ;

THE CANAL WILL BE USED TO DRAW OFF WATER FROM THE RIVER PECHOR
IN THE NORTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY aND DIVERT IT TOWARDS THE
RIVER VOLEA. :

WORK IS DUE TO START ON THE CAMAL DURING THE 197s-isgg
FIVE-YEAR PLAN AND WILL MARK THE BEGINNING OF A VAST PROGRANMME TO
DIVERT WATER FROM RIVERS IN THE WORTHERN SOVIET UNION AND SIRERIA
TOWARDS THE VOLGA BASIN AND THE ARID ZONES OF CENTRAL ASIA,

THE CANAL WILL LINK THE PECHORA TO THE RIVER KAlMA, ONE OF THE
VOLGA'S MAJOR TRIBUTARIES, IT WILL PE ABOUT 1¢@ XILGMETRES (ABOUT
¢ MILES) LONG, g

THE SOVIET UNION FIRST TESTED THE USE OF NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS
FOR THIS KIND OF WORK LAST SPRING. ‘

_ SCEENTISTS USED ‘A SMALL NUCLEAR CHARGE TO BLAST GUT AN ARTIFI-
CIAL LAKE 1¢3 METRES (YARDS) DEEP AND 5@2 METRES (YARDS) IN DIA-
METER, ONLY A FEW DAYS AFTER THE EXPLOSION THE RADID=ACTIVITY
LEVEL HAD DROPPED TO NORMAL AND THE WATER IN THE LAKE WAS JUD-
GED SAFE ENOUGH TO BE USED FOR IRRIGATION PURPOSES.

 SOVIET MINISTER FOR LAND DEVELCPMENT ABD WATER CONESERVATION
EVEGUENI ALEXEVSKY FIRST BROUGHT UP THE POSSIBILITY OF USING NU-
CLEAR PCWER FOR ELASTING OPERATICHNS IN 1975, AT THAT TIME HE PR20-
POSED THE EUILDING OF A HUGE CANAL 2,507 KILOMETSES (1,628 tI=-
LES) LONG LINKING THE MIDDLE STRETCH OF THE RIVER 0BI IN VES=-
TERN SIBERIA WITH THE DESERTS OF KAZAKHSTAN. !

THE CANAL WOULD MAKE IT POSSIELE TO DRAW OFF ABOUT SIX PER
CENT OF THE WATERS OF THE SIBERIAN RIVERS ORI, YENISSEI AND LENA,

ECONOMICALLY, THE SOVIET UNION NEEDS THE SIEERIAN WATER TC DE-
VELOP THE DESERTS AND VIRGIN LANDS IN CENTRAL ASIA. AT THE MOMENT
8Z PER CENT OF RIVER WATER IN THE SOVIET UKICN FLCOWS TOWARDS THE
NORTH WHILE €7 PER CENT OF THE WATER NEEDED FOR THE COUNTRY'S
ECONOMY IS USED IN THE SOUTH,

: 8UT THERE HAVE BPEEH PROTESTS FROM ECCLOGISTS WHO CLAIM THAT
THE PLANS TO DIVERT THE SIBERIAN WATERE TO THE SCUTH CCULD LEAD
TC YHAT THEY CALL *'ECDLOCICAL CATASTROPHES,'®

IHE SOQVIET FRESS HAS CITED A NUMBER CF EYAMPLES CF IRBIGATICN
WORKS CARRIED QUT WITHOUT FULL CONSIDEPATION FOR THE EFFECTS THEY
MIGHT HAVE ON THE ECOLOGY., s

IT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED THAT:TKE WORX CARRIED CUT QVER RECENT
YEARS ON SECTICONS OF THE RIVERS DON AND KUBAN HAVE CONSIDERAPLY
REDUCED THE FLOW OF WATER INTO THE GULF OF AZOV WHILE STEPPING
UP THE FLOV OF SALT WATIEPR INTO THE BLACK SEA, THE WATER IN THE
- AZOV SEA HAS BEEN AFFECTED TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT WUCH OF E1S
NATURAL PLANT LIFE HAS BEEN DESTROYED, ;

.. THE EXANPLE SET BY THE AZOV SEA IS SIMILAR TO THAT FACING THE
CASPIAN, WHERE THE LEVEL OF THE WATER IS DROPPING STEADILY BECAU-
SE OF THE NUMEER OF DAMS EUILT ON THE VCLGA. THE PECHORA CANAL IS
SPECIALLY AIMED AT INCREASING THE FLOW OF WATER INTO THE VOLEA
AND, EVENTUALLY, INTO THE CASPIAN WHICH IS A UNIQUE RESERVOIR OF
A NUMBER OF VARIETIES OF STURGEON, FROM WHICH CAVIAR 1S CRTAINED,
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- BUT ALP?ADY THERE “ARE BOUETQ ABOUT THE PCSSIBLE CONSEQUENGCES OF
 THE PROJECT. THE WATERS OF THE PECHORA WHICH FLOW INTO THE BARERTS

~ SEA ARE RELATIVELY WARM AND THERE ARE FEARS THAT A REDUCTION IN THE

' FLOW OF WATER COULD BRING APOUT CLIMATIC CHANGES WHICH WOULD LEAD

~ TO INCREASED ICING IN THE GULF OF BARENTS.

~ THOSE WHC FAVOUR THE BUILDING OF THE CANAL MAINTAIN THAT THE
REDUCTION IN THE FLOW OF WATER FROM THE PECHORA WILL HAVE NO MAR-

KED EFFECTS ON THE CLIMATE IN THE BARENZ RECION.

HOWEVER IT IS THE PLANS TO DEVELOP FIVE MILLION HECTARES (AP=-
PROX 12 MILLIOMN ACRES) COF DESERT LAND IN XHAZAKHSTAN WHICH IS
STIRRING UP THE PIGGEST CONTROVERSY.

VAST IRRIGATION SYSTEMS ARE BEING BUILT IN THE KARCHINSK STEP-
PES, IN THE CHICHIX VALLEY AND IN THE KARAKUM CANAL REGION WHICH,
ECOLOGISTS SAY, ARE BEING DEVELOPED WITHOUT ANY THOUGHT
FOR THE EFFECTS THEY MIGHT EVENTUALLY HAVE ON THE REGIONS COHCER-

e IN SUPPORT OF CTHEIR CLAINS THE VCOLGGIC1¢ CI1TE THE DAMS WHICH
- WERE BUILT Off THE RIVERS SYR, DARIA AND AMU-DARIA WHICH CUT BY
~ HALF THE_AMOUNT‘QF'FRESH WATER FLOWING INTO THE ARAL SEA, THUS
THREATENING THE EXISTENCE OF THE VAST SALT LAKE WHICH GOVERNS

THE REGION'S CLIMATE AS WELL AS ENDANGERING THE FLOURISHING FIS-
“HING INDUSTRY THERE. -

THE ECOLOGISTS SAY THAT.BY SPENDING VAST AMOUNTS OF MCNEY TO
CONQUER EXISTING DESERTIS THE EXPERTS SEE ONLY THE IMMEDIATE BEHE-
FITS OF THEIR ACTIONS AND DO NOT REALISE THAT THEY ARE CREATING

 CONDITIONS WHICH COULD FAVOUR THE DEVELOPMENT OF OTHER BESERTS.
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