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BURO =-- MORE RICHES FROM $HE NUCLEAR DUSTBIN == UR NOT ?

LONDON SEPTEMBER 15-~(SPECIAL/MCGILL) ~~BRITAIN'S FOUR-MONTH=LONG
DESATE ON WHETHER 10 EXPAND ITS NUCLEAR FUELS REPROCESSING INTO AN
1WwIERNATIONAL BUSINESS IS DUE TO END SHORTLY,

THE DESATE IS IN THE FORM OF A JUDICIAL INQUIRY AT WHITEHAVEN ON
“HE BRITISH WEST CUAST, CONVENIENTLY NBAR TO THE WINDSCALE NUCLEAR
FLANT, WHICH HAS BEEN COMHMERCIALLY REPROCESSING NUCLEAR FUEL USED I
BRITISH REACIORS FUR THE PAST 25 YEARS, :

THE ARGUMENT IS NOT RPT NOT ABOUT THAT FORM OF RE-PROCESSING,
WHICH H4AS PROVED TO BE [CONSIDERABLY SAFER THAN ANOTHER FUEL=PRODUCING
INDUSTRY OF THE BRITISH MIDLANDS —- COAL=MINING,

THE WHITEHAVEN HEARINGS ARE ABOUT LARGE-SCALE COMMERCIAL
KuPROCESSING FRUM REACTORS WHICH ARE CUMPARATIVELY NEW TO BRITAIN,
vHE ADVANCED GAS COOLED VARIETY, WHICH USE PELLETS MADE FROM ENRICHED °
URANIUM OXIDE. : ‘ ‘

N0 UNE AMONG THE SCIENTISTS, 'HE ECOLOGISTS, THE DO-GOUDERS AND
tdb FEW POLITICIANS AT WINUSCALE DENIES THAT THE OXIDE FUEL IS MORL
CIFFICULT TO PROCESS THAN THE WASTE FROM TilE EARLIER TYPE OF NUCLEAR
REACTURS . : ; .

WHAT THiY DISAGREE ON 1S WHETHER THE OXIDE SHOULD BE REPROCESSED
AL ALL AND WHEPHER, IF IT 1S.DECIDED 10 GO AHEAD WITH THE PROCESSING,
WHE PLANT 4V DO THE JOB SHOULD BE MADE BIG ENOUGH TO ACCOMODATE THE
WABUE PRODUCTS OF UTHER NATIONS. i :

Luk BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S FIRM, BRITISH NUCLEAR FUELS, WANTS A
PLANT BIG ENOUGH T0 REPROCESS 1,200 TONS OF TdE OXIDE WASTE A YEAR --
ABOUT 508 TONS OF WHICH WILL BE FOR BRITAIN AND THE REST FOR
COUNTRIES AS FAR AFIELD AS JAPAN. .

THE COMPANY WANTS THE REPROCESSING FOR OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS BECAUSE
LUE PROFITS ARE HIGH. IT ALSOU SAYS THAT THE WORLD WILL BENEFIT BY
CUNSERVING SOME URANIUM WASTES INSTEAD OF BURYING THEM, BUT IT HAS
MANY OPPONENTS IN THE MAKESHIFT COURI-ROOM AT WINDSCALE WHICH SAY
LUAL THE WORLD WILL BE EDGING TOWARDS NUCLEAR MAYHEM IF Il PERMITS
PRUCESSED WEAPUNS~GRADE URANIUM A WIDER DISTRIBUTION.

AMONG THOSE WHO ARE QUOTED IN SUPPORT OF THIS ANTI-PRUCESSING
ARGUMENT ARE U.S. PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER, BUT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT,
LACEPT IN THE GUISE OF A STATE CORPORATION WITH VESTED INTEREST IN
NUCLEAR REPROCESSING, HAS HAD VERY LITTLE TO SAY.

11 SEEMS TO HAVE DECIDED NOT RET NOT TO PREJUDICE THE COURT=-ROUM
ATMOSPHERE, WHERE.A JUDGE SITS AND LISTENS TO WITNESSES FROM BRITISH
NUCLEAR FUELS ON THE ONE HAND AND SOME 34 SEPARATE AND HIGHLY VOLUBLE
UPPUNENTS OF NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESTRUCTION On
I OTHER, - (PTO) ;
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WHATEVER THE OULCOME, THE HEARINGS SO FAR HAVE PRODUCED SOME
oV IDENCE OF THE INCIPIENT HORRORS OF RADIOACTIVITY NEW TU MANY
PEOPLE. - : . : ¢ :

: . I SUPPURI OF PRESIDEWL CARTER'S CONCERNS ABOUT PROLIFERATION, A
 STAFF SCIENTIST FROr THE NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENCE COUNCIL OF
AMERICA, DR THOMAS COCHRAN, POINTED ‘OUT ‘THIS WEEK THAT THERE ARE
UROBASBLY 23 NATIUNS WHICH HAVE WEAPUNS=GRADE PLUTONIUM SUFFICIENT FOR
AORE THAN THREE NUCLEAR WEAPONS. :

HE SEES THE WLNDSCALE OF THE MID-1982'S AS BEING THE KEY SUPPLIER °
OF PLUTONIUM TO THESE AND OTHER STATES SBEKING TO BUILD UP STOCKPILES
AdD HE SAYS 5UCH A PLANT COULD REPROCESS ENOUGH PLUTONIUM EACH YEAR
: U CUNSTRUCT MORE THAN A THOUSAND NUCLEAR WEAPONS. NOBOLY HAS

. CUNTRADICTED HIM. : ; ‘ ;

. FOR THOSE WHO SEE THE MID-1988'S JUST AROUND THE CORNER, EVIDENCE
HAS ALSO BEEN GIVEN THAT WUCLEAR WASTE, LIKE RADIOACTIVE IODINE WHICH
wINDSCALE CANWOT RECYCLE, WILL BE AROUND TO HAUNT MANKIND AND HIS
SUCCESSORS FOR AT LEAST THE NEAT 39 MILLION YEAR3. LMC




