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RUSS = D“VELOP REACTOR FOR SPACE . F-ll

N5 NEW YORK, sEpTd ‘%FE>~-°TUART H. LOORY REPORTS w
THURSDAY NYHT FROM:
GENEVA. .
AMERICANS WERE TAKEM BY SURPRISE VESTERDAY WHEN RUSSTAYN
SCIENTISTS REVEALED BEFORE A MEETIN & :
Jor 5,000 OF THE WORLD'S TC NUCLEAR SCITNTISTS AND ENGINEERS THAT §H7Y
HAVE D DEVELOPED ‘ |
A SHALL NUCLEAR REACTOR TO SUPPLY ELECTRICAL Ponrp ran C“Ach
SHIPS. _
THE IMFLIBATIONS WERET THE SCVIETS ARE NROBAPLY CARRYING
ON A PRCGRAM Tq USE ATOMIC ENERGY IN SPACE TRAVEL, : o
SOVIETQCIENTISTSIN. N. PONOMAREZV-STEPNOY TOLD OF A SMALL
\IUCL‘*‘F\R REACTOR, CALLED ROMASHKA f"DAIS"" g IN A R ‘POT’T TC“TI’E
" THIRD UNITED NATIONS INTrRﬂATIONAL CONFERENCE O PEACETUL
'USES OF ATONIC ENERGY. THE DEVICE, HE EXPLAINED, IS BUILT
ﬁ&NTo'A SYSTEM THAT, WITHOUT ANY MOVING PARTS, CONVERTS THE
'PEAT ADE TY SPLITTING URANIUM ATCMS DIRECTLY INTO-ELECTRICITY.
If A& CAREFUL ANSVER TO A REPORTER'S. CUESTION, HE ALL'
THAT IS THE KIND OF DEVICE THAT COULD BE USED TO SATISFY
ALL THE REQUIREMENTS OF FROVIDING ELECTRICAL POUWER TFOR
SPACESHIPS., ' :
THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN DEVELOPING A NUCLEAR REACTOR
FOR DUTY IN SPACESHIPS, AMD:AMERICANS HAD HOPED THTY HAD
A CORNER ON THE PROGRAM. YESTERDAY'S SOVIET REPORT SHOUED
THAT WHAT ONE COUNTRY CAN DO WITH AAIGHLY ADVANCED ECHNOLOCY,
ANOTHER CAN DO ALSO.
S SIMILARITIES BETUEEN ROMASHXA AND THE AMERICAN |
REACTOR-~CALLED SNAP 10-A FOR WSYSTEMS FOR NUCLEAR AUXILIARY
POWER"==ARE STRIKINGs oo



5 RUSS -(10 DTVLLOP REACTOR FOR SPACE FLip
” §&§?**0~ WILL DEVELOP 500 WATZS OF LECTRibiTYJLiNQQCH
o OPVRA E A COMMUNICATIONS SATELL:Ti {SUCK AS TELSTAR OR RELAY)
OR A WEATHER SATELLITE (SUCH A% TIROS OR NLUPUS L
CR A SURVEILLANCE SATELLITE (SUCH A€ THE TOP SECRET £AMOS).
ROMASHKA, THE RUSSIANS SAID, ALSO GENERATES 50C WATTS. !
N FACT, THE SCVIET DEVICE IS ANEAD OF THE AP IRiCAN ¥ THAT IT
‘-PAS ALRFADY PROVED ITSELF AS A FULL SYSTEM. IT PROVIDEP
ELT Cqucl,: FOR THE FIRST TIME AUG. fke ALL THE VARIOUS PARTS
OF SNAP FC*#&-HAVE WORKED SEPARATELY CR GN«NON—NﬁCLEAR HEAT,
BUT THE FULL SYSTEM WELL NCT BE TESTED UNTIL LATER THIS MONT..
WA 10-A VILL GET ITS FOVER BY TAKING THT HEAT

FROM THE REACTOR A} D CHAMNELING IT PAST ONE EMD CT, A "_-\
| SLUG OF GERMANTUNM-SILICON ALLOY, THE KINOOF SENI-CONDUCT 1«@

¥

METAL USED IN A TRANSISTOR, TO MAKE A THERFOCOUPLE. TS

| OTHER END OF THE SLUG VILL EEEXPOSED TC SPACE AND ”ILL THU s BE U EAL
 ROMASHNA UORXS EYACTLY THE SANE WAY. PFOTOGRA? i

OF TRE TWO DEVICES 2O CREAT SIMILARITIES.

FROI OUTUARD II‘DICA&I“NQ, THE F\ TERICAN SCIENTISTS CAN
i HEART TROM THE FACT THAT SNAP 10-A IS A NACHINE FULLY
‘ D“SIG¥ D FOR °PAC”TLIG&T-~ T HAS BEEN ENGINFERED TC FIT OH
TOP OF A% &TLAc-—ACENA ROCKET AND WEIGHS ONLY 950 FOUNDQ.
1T IS SCHEDULED FOR A FLIGHT SOMETINE AROUND NEXT ATRIL f. |

ROMASHXA HAS DEEN BUILT BNLY AS A GROUND HUGGI NG EXPLRI MENTAL
DEVICE. THE SOVIETS WOULD NOT DISCLOSE IS EXACT SLZE OR
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WEIGHT, AND SATP 1T WAS INTENDED FOR USE ON THE GROUND. — %7 = 7 |



