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referred to b’ other names, such as "plasterer,” " inter® ¢ o
in order to ocamouflage their real funotion, bu; thi: rather B
‘oulous suggestion was never carr ed into effect. At the sams
time, miners were authorised to demand the papers of any pevs
sons outside who discussed the mine and, if necessary, %0
the police to deal with them. -

A1l important work at the mine was either done by Russians or
striot Russisn supervision; the director was a Russian
(£au), who was sssited by a Polish deputy named KUREK (fmm)s
Bussians worked in thd laboratory and technical departaents, eal
specially picked and trained Russians and Poles were used 80
handle the Geiger counters. i s B
The UB, of course, had its agents among the miners, usually
men who were not known as Party members, so that they would %@
less easily suspected by the miners, and the UB ruthlessly used
anything they found out against any miner to press hia inte thely
service as a spy. |, e i o O

Niners were searched thoroughly when entering and leaving the mime
by membe.s of the KBW and other guards recruited from asong the e
miners for this purpose. Source knew of 12 miners picked for sush
duty. A man who was rash enough to rempve gnything from the =ine
w as seriously punished. Source recalled the case of a young
ainer who was found with two small stones in his pocket. Ho wao
{mnedistely arrested and sent away. His family never knev what
decame of him. ' ,

The explosion of a transformer in 1951, believed to have beea FreT Lty
by sabotage, resulted in an overall tightening of security sease~
res. Every man enterini the mine had a card with 8 letter

ting the section to which he belonged. Source himself had @&

card with the letter B to shov that he wa s permitted %0 those 000~
tions where electriocal equipment was installed. In addition %o 1he
ocard, however, he had to be in the possession of written ordere
from the ohief eleotrician describing the repairs to be done, etd

a guard socompanied him whenever he had to enter any important
installation. Source was never able to gain a clesr idea of the
work ocarried on in the laboratory for instance, because he was
always strioctly watohed when doing repairs there. Every duile

ding with machines in 1t was under heayy'-guard. .

\
The most trivial breakdown was attributed to sabotage by the aere
vous Reds, and anyone open to suspicion, however innooent would be
dragged off to the KBW barracks in KOVWARY and subjected ‘to days

bi.r
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{ntense questioning by UB agents. Source himself was taken there
:u and q }uod for three days after a switohboari burned out,
Sefore he was sble to cinvince his interlocuters that he was inno- .

m’}o .

hi‘l 4n the mine was both difficult and unhealtny while safety .
aéasurcs were sadly neglected, according to source. He observed,

for instance, when he worked in the flooeded ‘pert of the mine

that the lack of freah air was such that even the Communists reaw
14ped the necessity of sending the miners up £sr a lungful of fresh
alr every two hours. = - e

ho. niners worked in three eight hour shifts socompanied always

- 3y 45 men with Geiger counters. The drilled osre was sent to the
surface where it was sorted, the active ore ooming into orushing
maohines shile the worthless metal was throvn on the slag heap.
The orushed ore proceeded from the orushing macuinis on a moving

- mand %0 the sorting room whepe it was, with the aid of Geiger
dounters, egain graded and finglly packed into lead-lined orates.
by $he s0ld .ers. No oivilians took part in the packing operation,

These soldiers had been promised a reduoction of their military
service in return for working as miners, but source was unapvle %0
esy how much time was remitted, or for that matter, wihiher -the
proaise was even kept. They received the same pay as the ocivilian
miners only 100 21 of their salary was paid out, the remainder
on paper. In practice being deposited in a saving account pending
their discharges - | ~ = -

Civilian miners avaraLed a wage of 700 Zl. a month, slightly

Detter pay than that given in ordinary mines. Some extra pay was
given for especiully harmful work, and also a ‘ree 4 pint of milk
daily. Source recived 80 21, a day the time he worked in the flooded
pars of the mine, enadbling him to buy a suit and a pair of shoes
whioch he would never have been able to afford out of his normal
salary. He also received free milk because he worked on the aocu~
aulators. From the 700 Z1. he paid 450 Z21. for food at the mine
oanteen and 6 Z1, for his room in the mine settlement.

Miners were recruited from all over Poland, but Source never say
any German among them. Some of the miners were socalled "Prench-
men", Poles who had emigrated to FPrance during the yesrs defore

Over
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World War II when it was hard to find vork in Poland., Thees Aed ':
became Conmunists in Prance and had returned to Poland Belde
they would find Wiopia. They were all greatly disappolinted
and nost of them bitterly regretted thoir returm, '

L4

All these miners were housed in the mine settlement ~bout §

km from the pit. It had been originally built by the Germens

gnd wae later added to by Poles. During the time soures vee hare
63 new housinz units were cons tructed.

‘Two of these units were given over to single men, three %o fouwnr
mon %0 a roomj the others were inhabited by families. Yingle men
has also the use of a kitchen with gas ‘cooker for every fouy
rooms 80 that they could ccok their own food if they wished.
Souree preferred to eat in the wine canteen, however, whers the
moals were toleradle.

Mcn who suffered 111 effects from work at the aine aight -

if the mine dootor would grant = certificate and.the workers'
trade union would agree to it - be liaky enough to spend s few
weeks ix the mine Rest Center at KARPACZ. This home was duild

in 1950 to acsomodate 70 miners. Although the men continued %0
work In the mine while they were there, being driven to snd fyen
work in trucks, they received special food and @odiosl trestasal.
<deals wern served day and nigcht whenever the men returied frem
work. Sourde said that food and treatment were very gcod here and
both were free. Howev.r, in order to get "in, the worker ba!l te
be in the good grsoee of the workere' trade union orgenistlem.
Sourse was lucky enocugh to spend 45 dsys there on cne occesien.

In April 1952 cource tegan to feel that his health wan breeking
down as a result of his unhealthy werk and requested his ¢is-
eliarge. A”ter algning the usual pledgo not to talk sbo:t the-uime
hc was released without diffioulty.

CORX, CO MENTs In view of the relatively oléd da‘e of :Fltrfl!llt
only troer eonditians have been daecridbed in romn detslli whiek
are not likely to have changed in the meen o SAR
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